
St. Giles & St. Matthew’s 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2020  

Covid-19 update 

At the time of writing the main points of the current restrictions that apply 

to us are:- 

 Worship: The number of people allowed into church for Sunday 

Services is 30, observing current hygiene rules and social 

distancing, completing track and trace forms and wearing face 

coverings. The number allowed in St. Matthew’s is 20 due to the 

smaller size of the building. People from the same household may 

sit together whilst keeping 2m distance from other groups or 

individuals. 

 Weddings: The number allowed in church for a wedding is now 15 

observing all the regulations mentioned for Sunday Worship. 

 Baptisms: The number allowed in church for a baptism is 6 

observing the regulations mentioned above. 

 Funerals: The number allowed in church for a funeral is 30 

observing the above-mentioned regulations. 

 The Rule of Six: Applies to all other meetings in church. 

 

 

Hope: There seems to be little cause for joy in the present situation what 

with the pandemic and the resultant restrictions in the community and in 

our churches. As Christians, however, we have a hope that goes far 

beyond anything this world has to offer as the following words from the 

Book of the Prophet Zephaniah, assures us. 

“The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 

rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 

over you with loud singing.” 

—Zephaniah 3:17 

As we seem to be well on our way to a second wave of the Covid-19 virus 

with daily figures regarding the number of reported cases, hospitalisations 

and deaths continuing to increase exponentially, the words from 

Zephaniah offer us great comfort and a reason for hope. For in those few 

words we have the reassurance that no matter how bleak a time might 

seem God is in there with us, calming us with his love and his promise to 

save and that for those who endure there will be a time of rejoicing. 

 

 



Father Georges Harvest Appeal  2020 

During lockdown and with our churches closed I reluctantly sent an email 

to Father Georges stating that I did not think that we  would be able to 

support  his harvest initiative this year because all our usual ways of 

fundraising  would not occur due to Covid-19 restrictions. At that time I 

could not see a way forward. During lockdown those who were shielding 

received free food parcels from the Government. When Father Georges’ 

communities came to be in lockdown I knew that they would not receive 

such help. I was extremely concerned about their welfare and wellbeing 

and so  a different kind of fundraising occurred via the newsletter which 

was circulated either  through  the  post or e-mail each month.  Any 

money received was sent to Father Georges via the Nat West on a regular 

basis.  A paper audit is available to see upon request.  Through the 

generous giving of individual donors, fundraising from St Giles Primary 

School and Killamarsh Junior School the final total sent to Father Georges 

over the past months has been a staggering £1,100. 

This is an amazing achievement and I cannot thank everyone enough for 

their financial support and prayers.  I have learnt a very valuable personal 

lesson that in our own strength we can do nothing but with the power of 

the Holy Spirit working in open and generous hearts anything, absolutely 

anything is possible. In times of adversity we can overcome to achieve 

what is in accordance with God’s will. Father Georges expresses his 

grateful thanks to all who continue to support him and his communities 

with their self-sufficiency to eradicate  hunger.  Revd. Helen. 

 

  

Bible Study continues but in a different form and on a different day and 

time, in the hope that 11am on a Monday morning will prove to be more 

accessible for people. The meetings are virtual and conducted via Skype. 

You do not need to have skype on your device. If you let us have your 

email address you will be invited to join a meeting as a guest. The 

meetings aim to be finished by 12.30 pm. We are currently studying a 

selection of the Psalms. 

 

APCM’s Both churches have held their APCM’s when the election of 

Church wardens took place along with the election of Electoral Roll 

Officer, PCC Secretary, and Examiner of the accounts. Anne Joule and 

Ann Morton were elected as Church Wardens for St. Matthew’s and 



Margaret Hall and Ben Wheelhouse for St. Giles. Anne Joule was re-

elected as PCC Secretary for St. Matthew’s and John Hall for St. Giles.    

Reports from the various office holders were received and the authors 

were present to answer any questions. There have been changes to the 

PCC’s at both churches. At St. Matthew’s Liz Longden has stepped down 

from the PCC and Anne Brown will come on to the PCC in six months’ 

time. Thanks were expressed to Liz for her time on the PCC. At St. Giles, 

Miriam Fox, Dr Neil Parker, and Rachel Wheelhouse have stepped down 

having served for three years. David Weston, Jenny Crump and Lynn 

Pattimore have joined the PCC for the next three years. Thanks go to 

Miriam, Neil and Rachel for their years of service. A huge thankyou was 

expressed to all who have served, continue to serve and will serve our 

Lord at St. Giles and St. Matthew’s. 

 

Killamarsh Foodbank 

Our harvest services have intentionally been devoid of any foodstuffs this 

year due to the Covid-19 restrictions. Usually food brought in to St Giles 

has gone to the Killamarsh Food bank run by The New Hope Church at 

Halfway. They are asking for funding. If you would like to help then 

please visit our website www.St Giles-Killamarsh.org where you will find 

their link. 

Remembrance Services  

Both our churches will be observing Remembrance Sunday again this 

year, Covid-19 restrictions permitting. On Sunday, 8 Nov both churches 

will be holding their usual Sunday morning services (within Covid 

guidelines). Unfortunately the usual Sunday afternoon parade and church 

service followed by Remembrance Tea in Killamarsh, will not be taking 

place this year. 

Outdoor Remembrance Service at St Giles Church 

This will be held on Wednesday 11th of November, beginning at 10.50am 

and conducted by Mr John Hall. 

This annual Act of Remembrance will take place at the Remembrance 

Garden outside the Memorial Window with Covid -19 restrictions being 

followed.  

  Other suggestions from the diocese include:- 

• Encouraging people to lay poppies/ wreaths on memorials during week 

of Remembrance. Suggesting people place poppies in windows for a 

http://www.st/


memorial display. • Lighting a candle in a window at 11am on 11 

November. • Watch the national service from the Cenotaph, hosted by the 

British Legion, on BBC1. 

 

Knitted Poppies at St Giles Church 

I have received a donation of 200 knitted poppies which we intend to use 

for fundraising for the Royal British Legion, Killamarsh Branch. We are 

asking for a £1-00 donation in support of this very important charity. 

Knitted poppies will be available in the porch at St Giles Church.   

 

Making Masks- Julie and Christine Tilbrook 

Whilst we have been fundraising for Father Georges Christine and Julie 

Tilbrook continue to work tirelessly in their dining room to prepare, make 

and then  sell good quality masks, the proceeds of which go to St Giles 

Church. To date Julie and Christine have raised a massive £750-00 which 

has been banked.  Both Christine and Julie continue to make masks and 

we cannot thank them enough for their sterling effort and tremendous 

hard work which is very much appreciated by all at St Giles Church.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH CHRISTINE AND JULIE. 

 

Church on the Bus 

I have received a newsletter from Church on the Bus  Summer Update 

2020. At this moment in time due to the Coronavirus it is still not clear 

how or when they will resume working in Chesterfield and Matlock. They 

seek our prayers ‘for guidance on the way and pace of progress ‘. The 

good news is that with the government policy to offer accommodation to 

homeless people Church on the Bus is working on ways to help individuals  

with their new homes. This is work in progress. They are thankful to 

supporters for continued financial help. Both St Giles and St Matthew’s 

support this charity on a monthly basis.  

If you wish to know more about their work then do go to their website  

www.churchonthebus.org.uk 

 



 

Skype Coffee/Tea/Chat 

Do you miss having a chat with people? I certainly do! As we emerged 

from lockdown and returned to Sunday worship the Skype coffee, tea  

and chat finished. However one or two people have asked for it to be 

reinstated so we shall begin again on Tuesday 13th October at 11am. If 

you would like to take part then please contact me on 0114-2482769 with 

your email address. Thanks Revd Helen   

 

Patronage Scheme 

Both of our churches launched their annual Patronage Scheme leaflets at 

the celebration of our Patronal Festivals (St Giles 6th September and St 

Matthew’s  20th September ) this year. The Patronage Scheme provides a 

wonderful opportunity for community and church members to remember 

a special date in their lives and become a patron for that very special day. 

A Patrons’ book is available in both churches which is open at the relevant 

month. 

Money raised from the Patronage Scheme helps with the everyday 

running costs of the individual church. 

Why not consider inviting your family and friends to become patrons? 

Better still, why not take this as an opportunity to gift to those whom you 

love instead of the usual wrapped material gifts?  Christmas is fast 

approaching and what a different gift you could offer! 

Leaflets are available at both churches. If you want to know more about 

this important scheme then do chat to Revd Helen at St Giles or Liz 

Nicholas at St Matthew’s. Thank you 

 

Shoebox Appeal (Operation Christmas Child)   

The Shoebox Appeal is running again this year and it is still possible to fill 

a shoe box and send it off in the usual way. Shoeboxes are available 

should you wish to do this.  This might be difficult due to the current 

pandemic restrictions but not impossible. There are, however, other ways 

to support Samaritans Purse in bringing a little joy into children’s lives. 



 You can send a prepacked shoebox by going to 

SHOEBOXONLINE.ORG.UK and following the Links, see below. Each 

prepacked shoebox costs £20. 

 

Confirm Your gift/order 
  

STEP 1 Amount to give 
  
  

STEP 2 Your details 
  
  

STEP 3 Your payment details 

How many pre-packed shoeboxes would you like to send? 
 
 

Amount 

£ 

DONATE 

Each shoebox costs £15 + £5 for project costs. 
 

Alternatively, on going to SHOEBOXONLINE.ORG.UK follow the links to 

pack a shoebox with items selected from the list provided. You pay for the 

gifts you choose and Samaritan’s Purse do the rest. 

One suggestion is that we, as a United Benefice have an ongoing 

collection until mid November. Using the money raised to send as many 

prepacked shoeboxes as we are able to afford.  

 

Bible Sunday 

As we acknowledge Bible Sunday this month, 25th October, it’s a good 

opportunity to ask the question: why should I read the Bible? 

The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time. However, it isn’t one 

book, but a library of 66 books, composed by some 44 writers over a 

period of 1500 years in a range of literature including history, poetry, 



prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (end times). Despite having a number 

of different writers, the Bible claims one author: God himself! 

This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative claim to be 

the primary way by which God speaks to us: ‘All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the word of 

God in the words of men’) and presents itself as a manual for life, 

equipping us to live for God in every aspect of our lives. We also have the 

promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us in applying the words to our 

lives: ‘the Spirit will guide you into all truth’ (John 16:13). 

At her coronation the Queen was given a Bible with the words ‘the most 

precious thing this world affords’. Does this reflect our own attitude to the 

Bible? 

Parish Pump 

 

 

 

 

 


