
July Newsletter 2020 
Coronavirus Update 

 

Opening our churches 

As you are probably aware churches have been given permission to open from the 

4th July, for public worship albeit in a reduced form. The advice from Derby is that we 

do so slowly and with great care. To this end Revd Helen and Revd Michael are 

proposing to look to open our churches for public worship on August 16th for Holy 

Communion subject to the approval of our risk assessments. We will of course be 

following all social distancing and other health and safety advice. I am aware that 

people may be unsure about returning to church at this time and we fully understand 

that, and there is no pressure whatsoever on anyone to do so, it is entirely up to the 

individual and how they feel. The fortnightly 8.30 am and the weekly Wednesday 

morning Holy Communion Services at St. Giles and the monthly Tuesday morning 

Holy Communion service at St. Matthew’s will remain suspended until further notice. 

We will be opening St. Matthew’s and St Giles for private prayer only on Saturdays 

from the 4th July, St Matthew’s will be open Saturday afternoons from 2pm to 4pm 

and St Giles Saturday mornings10am to 12 noon until Saturday 8th August when this 

arrangement will come to an end to facilitate preparing our churches for Sunday 

morning worship. Service times on a Sunday from the 16th August will be10am as 

usual. 

Services will be a little different to what we are used to. The congregation will be 

asked to enter church via the front door and leave by the rear vestry door at St. 

Matthew’s and by  following the marked route at St. Giles. Please use the hand 

sanitizer provided on entering and leaving church. Face masks will be provided but 

they are not mandatory. You are also asked to follow social distancing rules and 

pews will be marked as to where people can sit a safe distance from others. 

Members of the same household may of course sit together. 

The Holy Communion service itself will be different to what we are used to, as there 

is to be no singing of hymns, Holy Communion will be received in one kind only and 

communicants are asked to come to the chancel step individually and receive the 
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host whilst they remain standing. Sadly, we are unable to offer refreshments 

following the service. Though these safety measures may seem strict at first they are 

necessary to make our worship as safe as it possibly can be, and our hope and 

prayer is that they will not detract too much from your sense of worship. 

Things are changing at a rapid rate at the moment and by August the regulations 

may have changed yet again. We will continue to keep you informed via our 

Facebook page, our website and on our A Church Near You page. You can of 

course always give us a ring at the Rectory. 

 

Private Prayer 

Both our churches were open for Private Prayer on Saturday 4th July for the first 

time. It was wonderful to have our churches open to the public once again, for 

people to come in and spend time in silent prayer before Almighty God. Some 

people had brought their own book of prayers to read, whilst others took advantage 

of this time to catch up with those they had not seen since the lockdown began and it 

was good to hear people’s voices once more in our places of worship. This too, I 

believe, is a kind of prayer, as people share their news some good, some bad, their 

worries and their delights. God is party to those conversations hearing those things 

that concern them and those things that bring them joy, bringing his peace and his 

blessing into every situation. I do hope more people will avail themselves of this 

opportunity to spend time before Almighty God in whatever way suits their need best 

St. Giles is open 10 am – 12 noon and St. Matthew’s 2 pm – 4 pm.  

 

Our continuing envelope scheme  

A huge thank you to all our church members who have responded to the article in 

last month’s newsletter by sending or bringing their weekly donation to the Rectory. 

Your donations are helping to ensure that our churches will be able to remain open 

once the current restrictions are lifted. If you have not yet been able to make your 

weekly donation but would like to do so, we suggest that you put your envelopes into 

one envelope with a cheque made payable either to ‘St. Giles PCC’ or                        

‘Renishaw, St. Matthew’s Church’ and send them to Revd Helen at The Rectory, 

Sheepcote Road, Killamarsh, S21 1DU.  Thank you. 
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Update from Father Georges 

Dear Reverend Canon Helen and Fr Michael. 

All our friends at St Gile's church Killamarsh. 

All our friends at St Matthew's church Renishaw. 
 

Today the 26th of June 2020,Madagascar celebrates  the 60th anniversary of  its 

Independence day. 

There is no gathering  of  people but everybody must stay at home and follow by 

means of the 

Television and the Radio  the Military parade in the presence of our President  and 

his wife  (photos N° 10 and 11) in Antananarivo. Just some few  Very Important  

Persons  are invited to this event because of the Coronavirus. 

In my country the confirmed cases and the death increase everyday. Today  

respectively 100 and 20. 

The economic situation and the social life  are both  becoming very bad…Fortunately 

the different projects that we have opted in our parish land and in our village are still 

going very well and giving us more produce for food (rice,fruits,vegetables and 

milk…)  In front of several difficulties we are always motivated  to  their improvement 

even we are still  in lock down …We are always working together ! 

We will never give up on what we have already started and undertaken with your 

effective and continual  contribution. Here,we send our grateful thanks for your 

previous gift ! Giving up on something is a sign of weakness and cowardness… 

“For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; instead,His 

Spirit fills us  with power,love and self-control” II Timothy 1 : 7 

So,at this moment we have  a great determination  to continue and get everything 

back to normal and also to carry on fighting against poverty and famine. “To wake 

up with determination and to sleep with satisfaction “ 

Our new vision   and  new projects for the coming days  : 

  Our  immediate work  is to produce eggs by breeding more egg-laying hens and 

produce more pork by breeding more pigs. 
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Father Georges congregation feeding starving children 

 

 Much Christian love. 

 From Fr Georges  and Eveline 

 All the Congregation Antananarivo MADAGASCAR 

 

Fundraising for Father Georges during the Pandemic 

During the closure of both churches our usual commitment to 

fundraising for specific charities has temporarily ceased e.g. 

Bluebell Wood, Christian Aid and I think with the new social 

distancing regulations in place it will remain difficult to fundraise 

even for the financial benefit of our two churches. 

That is why I am asking for your help. 

Each year we support Father Georges and his farming 

endeavours , the results of which continue to sustain his 

communities. Collectively we have invested in the ongoing future 

of Father Georges’ parishes and his people. With our usual 

fundraising activities being curtailed (Harvest Lunch and 

envelopes being offered in church) I  sincerely hope that our 

generous hearts  and lives can still offer a monetary gift for 

Father Georges. 

What can be done?  

Can you put your donation  in a sealed envelope from home and 

bring it to church where it can be placed into a clearly labelled 

bucket  ‘Father Georges Harvest Appeal 2020.’ 
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If you are shielding or are unable to come to church because of 

the threat of the Coronavirus then please make your cheque 

payable to Mrs H.Guest and send it  to The Rectory, Sheepcote 

Road, Killamarsh S21 1 DU  as I will transfer the money to  

Father Georges via  the Western Union Bank.  

I  do  hope that you  feel that you can support Father Georges 

this year.  

Thank you very much  

Revd Helen 6th July 2020 

 

Bible Study continues on Tuesday evenings using Skype. We are 

currently studying a selection of the Psalms. If you would like to join 

us please let us have your email address and you will receive an 

invitation to join the meeting just before 7.30 pm on a Tuesday 

evening. You do not need to have Skype on your device as you can 

join as a guest. It really is that simple!  

A focus for prayer 

Please pray for: 

 Bishop Libby 

 The Very Revd Dr Peter Robinson who will be the new 

Dean at Derby Cathedral  on Sunday 19th July 

 Our Area Dean- Revd Canon Karen Hamblin 

 For all who minister to God’s people 

 

 

 


