
January 2021 Newsletter 

St. Giles, Killamarsh & St. Matthew’s, Renishaw 

Latest Covid-19 news 

It is with regret that we have to announce that, due to the current Covid-

19 restrictions and the alarming increase in the infection rate, we have 

taken the decision to suspend church services at St. Giles and                                   

St. Matthew’s  until further notice. Funerals will still be possible within 

Government guidelines on numbers attending and strict social distancing! 

A Church service will be available at 10am on Sundays via Zoom. If you 

would like to attend please make contact and we will let you have the 

joining details which are not difficult and are free.  

Epiphany 1 

This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the 

East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is He?’ (Matthew 

2:1). 

At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic are we 

asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can find 
Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they presented Him with gifts 

of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 

The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to 

rule over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is 
on the throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will 

we crown Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to 
Him? 

The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly 
king, but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s 

people and so this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and 
prayer. Will we offer our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us 

through the uncertainties of this time? 

The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s 
birth and life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was 

offered myrrh on the cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face 
the sufferings of this New Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and 

understands our experience. Are we ready to trust Him?                                                                                                  
Parish Pump 



Epiphany 2 

The word epiphany means ‘manifestation’ the making known of something 
that has hitherto been hidden. In the case of “The Epiphany of Our Lord” 

it is the revealing of the Christ Child to the gentile world. Each of the 
Sundays in the season of Epiphanytide reveals a different facet of who 

Jesus is.                                                                                                                 

Epiphany 1. The Baptism of Christ. Jesus is revealed as the Son of God 
as Jesus came up out of the water of Baptism a voice from heaven was 

heard to say “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” 
(Mark 1:11)                                                                                                                    

Epiphany 2. Jesus is revealed as the Son of God who knows us long 
before we are aware of his presence in our lives.   ‘When Jesus saw 

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get 

to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.”  (John 1:47-48)                                                                               

Epiphany 3. At the wedding at Cana in Galilee Jesus is revealed as the 
one who can perform miracles when he turns water into wine. Jesus did this, the 
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him. (John 2:11)                                                                                                                        

Epiphany 4. The presentation of Christ in the Temple, Jesus is revealed 

as the Messiah, the one who was come to save the world.  28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:28-32) 

The Season of Epiphanytide reveals Jesus as the one who is to be King, 

the Son of God whose glory is revealed in his miracles and who knows the 
secrets of all our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 



Oasis 

The word ‘epiphany’ comes from 

the ancient Greek  epiphanea 
(ἐπιφάνεια) meaning 

manifestation, striking 

appearance.                                                           
The feast of Epiphany 

commemorates the visit of the 
Magi to the Christ Child (Matthew 

2:1-12) which represented the 
physical manifestation of Jesus to 

the Gentiles. It is celebrated on 
6th January and the liturgical period after Epiphany is known 

as Epiphanytide. 

 

 An Epiphany Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

In the midst of the suffering of your people at this time, 

You have revealed to us the divine nature of your Son, Jesus Christ 

who comes to bring us the light and hope of life in you. 

Help us to realise that we are not alone in our fear or distress 

but drawn by the Holy Spirit to seek you 

even when the way seems dark and uncertain. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

 

   

 

                                                                            

 



NEWS 

Julie and Christine Tilbrook 

My goodness me these two ladies continue to work incredibly hard on 

behalf of St Giles Church by making and selling face masks. Just before 

Christmas another £250-00 was given to me by Julie. Throughout 2020 

Julie and Christine have raised a staggering £1,500. Well done ladies! 

What an achievement!!!!!!!!!!!!Thank you from all at St Giles Church. 

Father Georges in Madagascar 

After the tremendous Harvest fundraising effort  from  St Matthew’s  

Church  and St Giles Church together with fundraising from Killamarsh 

Junior School and St Giles C of E school which in total raised £1,100 I am 

pleased to share with you that just before Christmas I was able to send 

off a further £100-00 from donations received. Below is an email received 

from Father Georges dated December 22nd. 

Dear Reverend Canon Helen 

Dear Fr Michael . 

All our friends at St Gile's church Killamarsh 

All our friends at St Matthew's church Renishaw. 

The Head Teachers at the Primary Parish school 

 

We are very pleased to send you some update news and 

photographs  about  the progress of 

our farming projects work : livestock ,pigs and laying eggs hens…and 

about  the facts of the Corona virus. 

Corona virus continues to attack Madagascar mainly in the north part 

(Antsiranana).We are afraid of a second lockdown…Fortunately our parish 

land is not yet  affected too much. Churches and schools are opened with 

some restriction. 

The facts of Corona virus are  very hard for our economic and social  life. 

The south part of the country (Toliary ) is  in a great famine and lack of 

water. 

All over Madagascar we are suffering of lack of water (rain).We 

cannot  plant rice and maize .That is a never seen in our region. We are 

waiting for the coming of the rain…  1 560 000  families become new poor 

people according to the report  from  UNO. 

About the farming  projects: Thanks to your important donation we 

can buy lots of useful food and medicines plus  Vitamins for the livestock. 

Besides, we have done all our best to produce the other food like grass 

and cassava and other vegetables…Livestock, pigs  are growing up very 

well and very healthy with the complete food. Most of the cows  give 



us  female calves and milk…Also pigs growing up quickly. Laying eggs 

hens give good eggs. We are very hopeful for the coming years. 

 Again we send our grateful thanks to you all for your prayers and 

financial supports to help. We have received with much pleasure your 

previous donation of  over £ 1,200  to support our work. Thank you 

very much indeed. There are Source of strength and encouragement for 

all us. We are very pleased and send our best wishes and greetings for 

Christmas time. 

We will write again soon. 

Warmest Regards. 

From : Fr Georges and Eveline All  Congregation Antananarivo 

MADAGASCAR 

 

 
 

 

 

Church on the Bus- December 2020- Newsletter 

The blue bus has now found a new home in Belfast where it will be used 

as part of a community based Arts project to bring people from different 

faiths and areas of the city together.  

Whilst Church on the Bus will continue its provision in Chesterfield and 

Matlock with drop in facilities there are also plans to develop a support 

programme for those moving into accommodation with furniture , bedding 

and kitchen tools and also to offer support as and when required. This can 

move from the planning stage once the pandemic  is firmly under control.  

Please pray for those who are homeless, especially during this bitterly 

cold weather. 

 

 

 

 



Church collections 

First of all may I say a huge thank you to all of you who give to either    

St Matthew’s or St Giles through the weekly ongoing envelope scheme. If 

you wish to send Revd Helen your envelopes and cheques during this 

third lockdown then please send them to The Rectory, Sheepcote Road, 

Killamarsh S21 1 DU. Your generosity will help with the ongoing costs of 

running either church. 

 

Zoom 

Whilst both St Matthew’s and St Giles churches remain closed we shall be 

hosting a virtual Holy Communion service at 10am each Sunday morning. 

If you have not already joined us but would like to do so then a church 

member has offered to help you with that. Initially call Revd Helen on 

01142482769 and we shall be happy to get you Zooming in no time at all! 

 

Zoom Coffee/Tea/Chat 

Whilst we are in lockdown once again we are offering a  Coffee/Tea /Chat 

session on Wednesdays beginning on Wednesday 13th January at 11am. 

Each session lasts for about one hour. Do join us if you possibly can. 

Please do all that you can to keep safe and well. You are very, very 

important to Almighty God and to us.  

 

 

Poem 

Thank you Lord for each new day                                                             

A time to work a time to play. 

Thank you Lord for each new year                                                                          

a time to reflect on what we hold dear. 

The times we knew are now no more                                                     

since Covid-19 came knocking at the door 

But with hope, and strength of mind we carry on                                              

to fight this pandemic until it is gone. 

We pray to you for guidance and care                                                     

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Ann Ward 



 

Hope 

Everyone needs hope through the tough times in life                           

Hope is always there to help in our trouble and strife                          

Hope is for the future, for better times ahead                                    

Hope is when we think all is lost and there is nothing left to be said.   

Hope will help us overcome these times and be our guiding light                            

Hope can be our refuge and guide us through the darkest night. 

 

Ann Ward 

 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 

It was 25 years ago this month, on 27th January 1996, that the first 

Holocaust Remembrance Day was observed in Germany. It became 

International Holocaust Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the United 

Nations. It marks the day (27th January 1945) when the Auschwitz-

Birkenau concentration/death camp was liberated. 

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) in 2021 is ‘Be the light in 

the darkness’. The aim is to encourage people to “reflect on the depths 

humanity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and communities 

resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide.” 

HMD is encouraging people to heed the ‘Be the light in the darkness’ 

theme as a call to action. “The utterly unprecedented times through which 

we are living currently are showing the very best of which humanity is 

capable but also – in some of the abuse and conspiracy theories being 

spread on social media – the much darker side of our world as well. 

“We can all stand in solidarity. We can choose to ‘be the light in the 

darkness’ in a variety of ways and places – at home, in public, and 

online.” 

More at: www.hmd.org.uk                               

It may not be widely known that many Gypsy people were executed by 

the Nazis along with the Jews and other ethnic groups that they believed 

threatened the purity of the “Aryan Race.”  It may also not be known that  

http://www.hmd.org.uk/


there is a memorial tree planted in Chatsworth Park which was planted 

with the permission of their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, 

in memory of those Romani (Gypsies)who died as a result of the Nazis 

policy of ethnic cleansing. It is estimated that somewhere between 

500,000 and 800,000 Romani died at the hands of the Nazis and their 

allies. The tree can be found just off the main road through the park 

below the cattle grid at the Carlton Lees end of the park.  

Immediate Prayer 

There are times in our lives and others when an immediate prayer is 

required to help with a particular situation, event, personal experience, 

life changing circumstance. Immediate Prayer can offer strength, comfort, 

hope and support to that person or to the situation they are requesting 

the prayer for. 

Immediate Prayer is a new initiative formulated by St Giles Mission Action 

Plan group. It will be hosted by Revd Helen. On receiving an immediate 

prayer request Revd Helen will automatically contact five people via a 

‘group text’. Prayer can then be offered simultaneously for that day. 

Contact Revd Helen on 0114-2482769 

 

Easyfundraising 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to raise funds for St Giles Church, 

Killamarsh. In December £26.76 was raised. If you would like to help then 

sign up to easyfundraising. It is easy to use and is completely FREE. 

4,4,00 shops and sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to 

do your everyday online shopping. What better time than to start now. 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ef.easyfundraising&referrer=utm_source=easyfundraising&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=website-mobile-app-web-page&utm_content=hero
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/easyfundraising/id915474725?pt=857672&ct=website-mobile-app-web-page&mt=8&utm_content=hero

