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September Newsletter 2020 

SEPTEMBER LETTER 

We have now had our first Sunday services in church following the 

lockdown, with all Covid-19 regulations and health and safety advice 

being followed. Whilst worship feels quite different with everyone wearing 

face coverings and no singing allowed, Holy Communion in one kind and 

everyone following social distancing, it nevertheless feels good to be back 

in church worshipping with our Christian brothers and sisters in Christ. 

With the omission of singing hymns to reduce the risk of droplets being 

spread throughout the congregation, no physical contact during the peace 

and people approaching the chancel step in silence to receive Holy 

Communion one at a time, the service has a very different feel to it. 

There is a quiet reflective feel that somehow doesn’t seem out of place in 

a church where people come to seek Jesus in these trying times.  

Perhaps the truth is that sometimes it is easier to connect with God not in 

the familiarity of our usual services but in that to which we are 

unaccustomed. There are times to make a joyful noise and times to 

remain quiet. The times we are usually silent is when we are removing 

ourselves from a difficult situation. We are currently experiencing 

probably the worst situation we have ever faced, due to the Coronavirus. 

In such times as these it is good to go before the Lord and be still in his 

presence. Sometimes we simply need to be quiet, get away from 

distractions and listen to what God wants us to hear. 

Psalm 46:10 Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the 

nations; I will be exalted in the Earth. 

Revd. Michael 

 

 

 

 



 

Father Georges 2020 Harvest Appeal 

 

 

 

Here at St Giles and St Matthew’s we are delighted to be able to support 

Father Georges in Madagascar  with his latest farming initiative which is 

to buy more egg laying hens for the benefit of his communities. Father 

Georges is currently in lockdown due to the Coronavirus.  

If you would like to support Father Georges 2020  Harvest Appeal  please 

send your donation to Revd H.Guest at The Rectory, Sheepcote Road, 

Killamarsh S21 1 DU who will ensure that your donation is sent directly to 

Father Georges. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Revd Helen  Rector 



 

How are your investments? 

We have all been adversely affected by the Coronavirus through being in 

total lockdown . Our usual way of life which we have so readily taken for 

granted e.g. attending restaurants, going to the pub, holidays, travelling 

in the car etc were all curtailed. Nowhere to go and other than food and 

ongoing household bills nothing to spend money on. Now we are 

adjusting to the ‘new normal’ with social distancing, the wearing of face 

masks, hand washing and hand sanitising being the norm. Anxiety, fear, 

apprehension still prevail as the Coronavirus is in our midst now and for 

some considerable time to come. There is talk of a second spike as winter 

ensues therefore we need to treat each day as a gift from God whilst we 

hold the families of those loved ones  who have died with the Coronavirus 

or those patients currently suffering from Coronavirus in our daily 

prayers. 

I am making an assumption that money saved during lockdown may now 

have become ‘savings for a rainy day’ or money put aside when we return 

to normal, whatever that ‘normal’ looks like.   Money, in the past , has 

given us a sense of security. With Coronavirus there is no longer any 

security. No-one is exempt from this dreadful disease. Despite this money 

is ours to make decisions with and that’s it. Am I right?  

If the lockdown has taught me nothing else it is the true value of every 

human life and how precious human life is. Literally every single life 

matters. Every life is precious before almighty God.  My daily thoughts 

and prayers, like yours,  are with the many global, international and local 

problems that exist. We can’t physically change or impact on  every single  

situation that is in the news  but we can make a real and lasting impact 

on the lives of others  in a particular circumstance, that of Father Georges 

and his communities in Madagascar who are experiencing lockdown due 

to the Coronavirus.   

Over the years we have collectively raised money to support  Father 

Georges’ visionary farming initiatives for his people  which has included  

fish farming, milch cows, special composting worms, fruit trees, irrigation 

pipes and pumps etc. We have received regular newsletters from Father 

Georges informing us of how these initiatives are working. These projects 

are very dear to my heart as we are united by faith as brothers and 

sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is our Christian  faith that unites us.  



I was heartened to read Bishop Libby’s Covid-19 update dated 25 August  

as she writes, ‘ In the midst of our own Covid-19 turmoil, it is all too easy 

to become insular and self concerned individually and as a society.’ 

Bishop Libby addresses the rise in deaths of those attempting to cross the 

English Channel to reach the UK and of the work of the ‘Children’s Society 

who works with many of the Refugee and Asylum –seeking children who 

do reach our shores’. Bishop Libby acknowledges that there are others too 

facing additional suffering  in other circumstances. She writes, ‘My prayer 

is that we do not harden our hearts, but risk being open to the merciful 

and just work of the Holy Spirit……and, no matter how tough our own 

situation, we do not close ourselves off from the suffering of others’. 

This too is exactly my point. How are your investments on money accrued 

during lockdown? We can invest in shares which can go up or down; we 

might even lose ALL  that we have invested. Or we can make a different 

sort of investment … one that is life- giving and life- long!   An investment 

of money that can see the long term benefits for Father Georges’ 

communities  so that no child will ever be hungry again, where adults 

have responsibility for farming fish and crops, where milk, eggs and meat 

are readily available. What an investment indeed!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! What a  

lasting legacy !!!!  To know that each one of us has and can play a vital 

role in a Christian community elsewhere in the world is a privilege indeed.  

So, what will you decide to invest in- money  or life itself? Your decision is 

between you and Almighty God who knows all the secrets of our heart. 

If you do wish to invest in life itself then please put your donation in an 

envelope and place it in the yellow bucket in church. Alternatively, send 

your cheque made payable to Mrs Helen Guest and sent to The Rectory, 

Sheepcote Road, Killamarsh S21 1 DU. Every single penny received  will 

be sent to Father Georges via a secure bank account.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this article. Revd Helen. Rector 

Father Georges 2020 Harvest Appeal 

On Monday 24 August £110-00 sterling was sent to Father Georges. 

Thank you very much to the donors for their kindness and generosity. To 

date £420-00 has now been sent .  

 

 

 



Patronage Scheme 2020-2021 

As September approaches it will be our delight to celebrate our Patronal 

Festivals once again. St Giles Church will be celebrating their Patronal 

Festival on Sunday 6th September    (St Giles actual day is 1st September) 

whilst St Matthew’s Patronal Festival will be celebrated on Sunday 20th 

September ( actual day is 21st September).  

The Patronage Scheme is a wonderful opportunity for those who wish to 

support either church by becoming a patron . It is a good way for 

individuals to ‘feel’ connected to their specific  parish church . Their name 

is placed in the Patrons’ book in church, opened at the current month , 

showing the date and occasion that is being commemorated e.g. wedding 

anniversary, the loss of a loved one, a birthday, a baptism, a graduation 

etc.  

All funds contributed to the Patronage Scheme are only used to support 

the overall maintenance and day to day running costs of the church 

building. 

Please ask Revd Michael at  St  Matthew’s Church or Revd Helen at St 

Giles Church regarding Patronage leaflets.  

Sunday morning Services 

As each of us lives with the restrictions of the ‘new normal’ I am aware 

that many of our existing congregation members may still feel anxious, 

concerned, worried about returning to church, especially if they have 

been in the vulnerable/shielding category. Both our parish churches are 

fully Covid-19 compliant  having had our respective Risk Assessments 

passed by Archdeacon Carol. Seating is demarcated with a 2 metre 

distance and face masks are now worn by worshippers.  

Under current pandemic  circumstances a service of Holy Communion will 

be offered each Sunday at 10am with the Sacrament being offered in one 

kind only ( the bread).  

Please do not hesitate to contact either Revd Michael or Revd Helen on 

0114-2482769 should you wish to return to church worship but need 

reassurance that it is safe to do so. 

 

 

 



 

St Giles Community Shop within St Giles Church Hall 

The Community Shop, run by Christine and Julie Tilbrook, with assistance 

from Joanne has remained closed due to the Pandemic therefore this 

valuable source of income has stopped.  Ever mindful that all money 

raised from the shop goes directly to St Giles Church Julie has embarked 

upon making high quality face masks and selling them. Meeting up with 

Julie and Christine recently as they tended the Community Garden they 

told me of their joyous hard work regarding the making of the masks  and 

how their dining table has been transformed!! I was presented with £250 

from mask making for St Giles Church.   

A HUGE THANK YOU TO JULIE AND CHRISTINE 

 

Churches are warned to expect a tidal wave of poverty. 

Church leaders are being urged to be ready to respond to the lasting 

impact of the pandemic on the country’s poorest people. 
The effect on urban, suburban and rural communities is likely to be 

severe with many thousands of jobs being lost and livelihoods threatened. 
The poorest in society may find themselves hardest hit. 

Churches are being encouraged to respond to the devastating impact of 

the pandemic and to build on the numerous social projects already in 
place. 

The Trussell Trust that supports around 1200 UK foodbanks is warning of 
a ‘tidal wave of poverty’ poised to engulf the country. 

Chief Executive Emma Revie has called on church leaders to talk to their 
congregations about justice and compassion and to work to address the 

root causes of poverty. 
Speaking at a Bible Society webinar she encouraged church leaders 

“increasingly to talk to their congregations about God’s concern for justice 
and compassion to characterise the structures of our society: the way our 

benefit system works, the way our economy functions, people’s 
employment conditions and wage levels. 

Emma Revie said that the Trussell Trust was “very clear that food banks 
are not a solution to poverty” and the charity wanted “to see people 

experiencing fulness of life and not being trapped by poverty.” 

She praised the vital role played by churches in running foodbanks and 
encouraged congregations “That when we pray for our foodbanks, that we 

would also allow ourselves room to lament the injustices that make them 
necessary in the first place and seek wisdom about how we might be part 

of bringing about change. 
“Because if we don’t concern ourselves with these things, the tidal wave 

of poverty is going to be too high and too powerful for us to respond to 



and we will see many more people being swept into destitution in the 

UK.” 
At the webinar ‘Mission during lockdown and beyond,’ the Bible Society 

published research showing that church leaders are expecting increased 
demand for food banks, poverty relief, mental health work, bereavement 

support, relationship counselling, as well as courses such as Alpha that 
introduce people to the Christian faith. 

The insights resonate with responses to the impact of the pandemic from 
other church leaders. The Bishop of Tonbridge, Simon Burton-Jones, 

warned a Church of England webinar that the pandemic would cause 
growth in the ‘precariat’, the numbers of people on zero-hours contracts 

or juggling several jobs to survive. 
The bishop also forecast an increase in tension between the generations, 

with the future particularly bleak for many young people who have lost 
their jobs, and those living in insecure rented accommodation.                             

Parish Pump 

 

Poetry Corner 

Next to you and lonely 
(Matthew 25:40) 

Cups of tea and people, 
People who do and who know. 

People with purposeful expressions, 
Their eyes searching beyond her, through her, 

The invisible one. 

She’s next to you and she’s lonely. 

Smiles and one-way conversations, 

With thoughts and eyes elsewhere, 
Never noticing the masks of brightness 

Hiding hurting children, 
The tired ones, 

Who are next to you and lonely. 

And the makers of the cups of tea, 

The knowers and the doers, 
Those who smile and seem to have so much. 

They too wear masks that hide their crying, 
The together ones 

Sit next to you and are lonely.  By Daphne Kitching 

 



 

Information 
  

Web Site 

Our joint web site contains information about the life and work of our two 

churches. 

Web address www.StGiles-Killamarsh.org    

 

 Parish Contacts  

 

 

Rector Revd.  Canon Helen 

Guest 

01142482769 

Associate Priest Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Reader Mr. John Hall 01142484531 

Reader Mrs. Christine Beach 01142513138 

Safeguarding                            

Co-ordinator 

Mrs. Christine Beach 07894506123 

Church Warden          

St. Giles 

Mr. Ben Wheelhouse 07967231861 

Church Warden           

St. Giles 

Mrs. Margaret Hall 01142484531 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Ms. Anne Joule 01246433497 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Mrs. Ann Morton 01246433709 

Hire of Church Hall Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Web Site Editor Mrs. Sarah Parker  

Monthly News Sheet 

Editor 

Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

 

  



 

 

 

 


