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December/Christmas  2019 

Bible Focus 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  

Luke 2:14 

 

Welcome 
Everyone is welcome to join us at our                                           

December services. 

 

St. Giles, Killamarsh 

& 

St. Matthew’s, Renishaw 

Monthly  

News 

Sheet 
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 DECEMBER  SUNDAY SERVICES                                                                      

 

 

Date 

Time Church Service 

 01/12 /19                 

Advent Sunday                          

08.30 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

 10.00 am St. Giles Service of the Word 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew ’ s   Holy Communion 

08/12/19                    

Advent 2                  

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew ’ s  Holy Communion 

15/12/19                                          

Advent 3        

08.30 am St. Giles Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

 10.00 am. St. Matthew ’ s  Holy communion 

22/12/19                      

Advent 4 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew ’ s            Holy Communion 

 

29/12/19                    

Christmas 1 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

 10.00 am. St. Matthew ’ s            Holy Communion 



3  

Christmas Services 

 

Midweek Services 

St. Giles: Holy Communion 9.30 am every Wednesday 

St. Matthew’s Holy Communion 2nd Tuesday at 9.00am.                                       

 

 

Sunday 22/12/19            

@ 4pm 

Carols around the 

Christmas Trees 

St. Giles 

Sunday 22/12/19                               

@ 6pm 

Carols by Candelight St. Matthew’s                 

Tuesday 24/12/19       

Christmas Eve                                         

@ 4pm                        

Crib Service  St. Matthew’s 

Tuesday 24/12/19       

Christmas Eve                                       

@ 11.30 pm         

Midnight                                   

Holy Communion 

St. Matthew’s                

Tuesday 24/12/19       

Christmas Eve                 

@ 11.30 pm 

Midnight                                   

Holy Communion 

St. Giles  

Wednesday 25/12/19    

Christmas Day                                        

@ 10 am 

Christmas Day                               

Holy Communion 

St. Giles 

Wednesday 25/12/19    

Christmas Day                                        

@ 10 am 

Christmas Day                               

Holy Communion 

St. Matthew’s 
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Church of England welcomes further government 

support for churches 

  Listed Churches in need of vital repairs are to benefit after the 
Government announced the extension of a grant scheme.The 
listed places of worship grants scheme (LPWGS) is to be ex-
tended by the Treasury for a further year until March 2021. 

The scheme pays grants equal to the VAT incurred on repairs 
such as urgent structural work and new roofs, reducing the 
fundraising burden on churches and congregations.Churches 
and cathedrals are responsible for fundraising for their own re-
pairs. They contribute £220m a year to the economy and collec-
tively run around 33,000 social action projects. 

The Taylor Report which was published in 2017 concluded that 

church buildings play a “vital role” in providing public services 

and a focal point for communities across the country. 

Dogs are not just for Christmas 

Thinking of getting your family a dog this Christmas?  On the 

plus side, here is an interesting statistic: dog owners have a 24 

per cent reduced risk of all-cause mortality and are 65 per cent 

less likely to die after a heart attack.Such were the recent find-

ings of researchers at the American Heart Association.  They 

found that owning a dog can lead to better cardiovascular out-

comes, especially for heart attack and stroke survivors who live 

alone.On the minus side, dogs require a lot of time and care, so 

just make sure you have the time needed to properly care for 

one.  Coming home to find that your dog has destroyed your 

sofa, through boredom and loneliness, is not good for your 

heart either!                                         Parish Pump 
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Shoe Box Appeal 2019 

Both our churches supported the annual Shoe Box Appeal 

again this year. We were able to send off 112 shoe boxes 

to bring a little love and joy into 112 children’s lives, chil-

dren who would otherwise not receive any Christmas pre-

sents at all. Thanks go once more to all those who have 

packed shoe boxes with love and gifts to send off to those 

children most in need. Thanks also to Ben and Rachel for 

organising the appeal once again this year. Splendid re-

sult. 

 

Christmas Fair: Weeks of hard work came to fruition on 

Saturday 30th November when St. Matthew’s Christmas 

Fair was formally opened by councillor Phillipa Allen. The 

Church was looking festive with a lovely Christmas Tree by 

the altar, various stalls included a chocolate tombola, a 

cake stall, bottle stall and a raffle with a splendid food 

hamper as first prize. Refreshments were served including 

hot soup and a roll, tea and coffee and cake. People were 

afforded the time and space to sit and chat in a lovely fes-

tive atmosphere and a good time was had by all. Thanks 

go to all who supported this event and especially to the 

ladies who worked so hard to put on such a good show. 

The event realised the marvellous sum of £694.30p. Once 

again well done and thank you! 

 

Envision. Our Christmas Envision will be held at St. Giles 

School on Friday 13th December at 5.30 pm. Festive food 

will be on offer including mince pies, snowballs, chocolate 

rolls and mulled wine. 
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Christmas Tree Festival                                                    

at                                                                 

St. Giles 
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Christmas Tree Festival. Various local groups and or-

ganisations are displaying Christmas  trees in St Giles 

Church over the Advent period. The Festival of Trees be-

gan with a special service on Sunday 1st December at 

4pm. The service was well attended  and all agreed the 

church looked absolutely marvellous. An open day was to 

be  held on Saturday 7th December for people to view the 

trees. A raffle and refreshments were on offer. Each tree 

is decorated with specific reference  to the group or organ-

isation that has placed them in church. A few of the trees 

are pictured on the opposite page. Amazing imagination 

has been used in decorating the trees. There is to be a 

service of Carols round the Christmas Trees on Sunday the 

22nd December at 4pm. The trees will remain in church 

until Epiphany 6th January. A huge thank you to all who 

are displaying trees in our church and to those who visit. 

Other Christmas tree festivals well worth a visit are at the 

Crooked Spire in Chesterfield and at St. Thomas Bramp-

ton. 

In recent years, festivals such as these have become in-

creasingly popular as a way of bringing communities to-

gether, raising money for charity, helping the local econo-

my, sharing the joy of Christmas and – most importantly – 

having a lot of fun!  So if you have never been to a Christ-

mas Tree Festival, make sure to go this year and add 

some extra joy and sparkle to your Christmas festivities.  
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DECEMBER   LETTER   

Nine lessons and carols, crib services, midnight commun-

ion, carols around the Christmas trees are all services tak-

ing place in our two churches this Christmas but what is 

the aim of them? 

They are all, in fact, part of the celebrations surrounding 

the birth of the Christ Child born some 2000 years ago 

and like any birthday party it is a time of happiness and 

joy. However unlike any other party we might be invited 

to the whole world is invited to this one. Now when my 

kids were growing up I always had the rule that if they 

were invited to a party they should go. I always had in 

mind the  little boy or girl stood waiting for his or her 

young guests to arrive and nobody shows up. I wonder 

how Christ feels when so many refuse his invitation to 

come to the party?  

Then there are those who gate crash the party turning up 

even though they have never met the one whom all the 

celebrations are about. Yes, they may well contribute to 

the overall feeling of celebration but ultimately they bring 

nothing to the party and are left with nothing more than a 

hangover. This perhaps describes many people in the 

world today who will turn up at their Christmas dinners, 

office parties, family get togethers and open their presents 

on Christmas morning  without the faintest idea of what 

Christmas is really all about. 
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But despite all that, Christmas is about telling the story. 

The story of how precious we all are to God  whether or 

not we join in the celebrations for the right or for the 

wrong reasons.   The Christ child was born for everyone 

regardless of whether or not we get it.  The Christmas sto-

ry is one of hope for all people. Our bible readings and 

Christmas carols all point to that fact.  

Part of that hope is that something in the huge variety of 

ways in which people choose to celebrate Christmas nowa-

days, will touch their heart and cause them to press the 

pause button on the busyness that is Christmas for them  

and look for an answer to the question why. Then some-

how hidden amongst the discarded wrapping paper, the 

left over food and spilled drinks they might just catch a 

glimpse of the real reason for Christmas, the Christ Child 

patiently waiting to be found and worshipped as he was by 

the shepherds and Wise Men all those years ago.      

To answer the question I began this letter with, the aim of 

all our services is to help people to answer the question 

why and help them seek the true meaning of Christmas 

and in so doing discover Jesus where they least expect to 

find him.                                                                                        

My prayer this Christmas is that you will accept the invitation and 

enjoy the party but don’t forget whose birthday it is and who knows 

this may be the year that you find Jesus and welcome into your 

heart. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas 

. 
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The Parish Church of                                       

St Giles Killamarsh 

Festival of Trees 

 

 

 

 

St. Giles 

was open 

on 

Saturday 7th December  for people to view                                          

the wonderful trees  10am-5pm 

The trees will be in church throughout Advent   

with a special service   on 

 Sunday 22nd December at 4 pm 

When you are invited to                                        

Come and sing well known Christmas Carols 

round the Christmas Trees   
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The Community Charity Shop                             

Opening Times 

St. Giles Church Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles Charity Shop  

Do come along to support our shop. It is run by a       

dedicated team of volunteers who offer their time,      

expertise and goodwill to make the shop interesting,    

inviting  and welcoming. 

All money raised goes to St Giles Church. 

  

Day Times 

Monday 2 pm—5 pm 

Tuesday 3 pm—5 pm 

Church from the Bus 

Church from the Bus are still receiving donations of sleeping 

bags, toiletries and winter coats for the homeless. Many who 

attend the “Bus” have long term problems ranging from drug 

abuse or alcohol addiction often needing help to manage men-

tal health issues living lonely and isolated lives. 



12  

                                             ADVENT                                                                                                                   
Advent starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.  The 
word ‘Advent’ is from the Latin word ‘adventus’ meaning 
’coming’.  Sometimes called ‘Little Lent’, it’s a time to prepare 
our hearts for the future Second Coming, as well as the birth of 
Christ.We celebrate the season with advent calendars, candles 
and evergreen wreaths – symbolising Christ as Light of the 
world, bringing new and everlasting life. 

Here are seven simple tips to help you experience and share 
the joy of Advent! 

1. Connect with your inner child: Think back to the time when 
you were a child, on the simple things that made you happy 
at Christmas. Focus only on the good and feel the joy of 
Christmas come flooding back! 

2. Keep it simple: This year, go for gifts and cards that share 
the meaning of the season, shop early and stay within your 
budget. 

3. Be people focused: Remember the story of Mary and Martha 
– keep meals simple and allow yourself time and space to 
focus on enjoying the company of your guests. 

4. Make Room for Jesus: Take some time at the beginning of 
each day to read your Bible, meditate on Scripture and pray. 
Focus on giving thanks to God for His gift of Christ to the 
world and for all He has done for us. 

5. Me Time: God wants us to prosper in body, soul and spirit, 
so try to eat healthy, don’t overindulge, take time for long 
walks and enjoy the good and simple things in life! 

6. Wear a smile and share the Joy! Finally, being joyful is a 
choice, it’s not about your circumstances. So, decide to be 
thankful this season. Wear a smile, act and talk positively, 
do small things with great love, be on the lookout for oppor-
tunities to do good to people. Give to the homeless, visit the 
sick, or take gifts to lonely neighbours. 

If people ask you about your joy, don’t be afraid to share your 
faith. Simply explain to them that ‘Christ lives in my heart, and 
He can live in yours too.’                    Parish Pump 
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How well did you read the News this year?  Try this quiz 

and find out… 

1)What is a Gillet jaune? 

2)The famous fashion designer Karl Lagerfield died this year 

leaving his £150 million fortune to Choupette. Who or what is 

Choupette? 

3)In March an aeroplane left London City airport flight with 

number BA3271 to Düsseldorf. Where did it land? 

4)Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky won the Ukrainian Presi-

dential election in April. What was his job before the election? 

5)There was a serious fire at Notre Dame in April. Who wrote a 

book in 1831 about the cathedral and to draw attention to the 

restoration it then needed? 

6)What is Pteridomania? The Victorians had it. 

7)Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th anniversary in May 

2019. What landmark inspired it? 

8)Which former member of the cabinet was named after a bat-

tleship 

9)Which country has coins nicknamed loonie and toonie? 

10)Politicians talked about red lines. What was the thin red 

line? 

11)What would you use a French press to make? 

12)In July we were told to look out for a “Painted Lady Sum-

mer”. What is that? 

13)What were male members of the RAF allowed to grow this 

year that that they have never previously been allowed? 

14)What were seasiders advised to stare at to stop them steal-

ing chips and bothering them? 

15)Where would you find a small copper and an Essex skipper? 

16)What did Goldsmiths, University of London, ban the sale of 

to try to fight global warming? Answers next month. 
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SAINTS DAYS AND HIGH DAYS    

1  Eloi – a patron saint for the euro?   

3  Francis Xavier - the seasick missionary 

3 Birinus – an apostle to the English 

4 Osmund – the multi-talented saint 

6 St Nicholas – patron saint of children  

6 St Nicholas – another look at this much-loved saint 

6    How Father Christmas got where he is today 

11 Daniel the Stylite 

17   Lazarus of Bethany – back from the tomb 

21 Winter Solstice 

24 Christmas Eve 

25   Christmas Day 

26 St Stephen 

26 On the Feast of St Stephen  

26   Look out for Wenceslas  

28 Holy Innocents 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 

BIRINUS 

Thousands of our churches are currently involved in various 
mission initiatives across the UK.  If it is tough going at times, 
we should spare a thought for poor Birinus, a priest from Lom-
bard, who was sent here on his own 14 centuries ago.  Pope 
Honorius 1 gave him the daunting task of being the apostle to 
Wessex. 
It was about 635 that Birinus first sailed across the Channel. He 
planned to convert all of Wessex, and then press on into the 
Midlands, where no Christian preacher had ever yet been.  But 
once he began ministry in Wessex, Birinus found the West Sax-
ons so pagan that he decided he better just stay among them. 
So Birinus began his ministry, endlessly travelling around Wes-
sex, and preaching to whomever he encountered.  Gradually he 
became known, and his message began to seep through. 
Then a great breakthrough occurred: the King of Wessex, Cyne-
gils, asked Birinus for instruction in the Christian faith.  His 
daughter was going to marry Oswald, the Christian king of 
Northumbria, and for political reasons Cynegils now wanted to 
convert.   So Birinus taught and baptised Cynegils and his fami-
ly, and in return they gave him the Romano-British town of 
Dorchester as his see, and Birinus became the first bishop of 
Dorchester. 
It was an excellent strategic move:  Dorchester was on a main 
road and river in the centre of an area of dense Anglo-Saxon 
settlement.  From his new ‘headquarters’,  Birinus spent his last 
15 years going on to build many churches around Wessex, and 
to baptise many people.  Towards the end of his life Birinus 
dedicated a church at Winchester, which later became the ec-
clesiastical centre of the kingdom.  (There is no record of Wes-
sex bishops at Dorchester after 660.) 
Any lesson in all this?  Bloom where God plants you, and be 
faithful to your calling, however tough things may look at first, 
and however obscure the place.  Birinus’ obedience and faith 
planted Christianity in a key part of Britain, and so helped 
shape British history for centuries to come. 
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E K M Q B N F L S X S J D U F  

Y E K N O D V S B T N J O H R  

H H Z X A H E Y A N E E R L A  

D S Q Q H Z W R D E K P E O N  

C A T T L E A O E V I U H B K  

R U K A F X R R C D N B Q E I  

I B P E B S T L E A G N O T N  

B C A R O L S A M T S I R H C  

E S P J G E E M B N H N H L E  

T H G I L G E I E R J N P E N  

T U P D G N S D R E H P E H S  

Y I N L B A B Y S B W J S E E  

H A G O N G M U Y R A M O M V  

C N P G E J S E R W W G J H E  

X X B N I L P F X A H F T B N 

 

 

ADVENT 

ANGELS 

BABY 

BETHLEHEM 

CANDLES 

CAROLS 

CATTLE 

CHRISTMAS 

CRIB 

DECEMBER 

DONKEY 

 
 

 

 

EMMANUEL 

EVE 

FEAST 

FRANKINCENSE 

GABRIEL 

GOLD 

HEROD 

INN 

JESUS 

JOHN 

JOSEPH 

KINGS 

 
G 

 

LIGHT 

MAGI 

MARY 

MYRRH 

NAZARETH 

NOEL 

SHEPHERDS 

STABLE 

STAR 

STEPHEN 

STRAW 
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Poetry Corner 

   Below are a couple of seasonal poems by Ann Ward, our 
own poetess, the first poem was written whilst Ann was 
still at school.                                                                                                                                                

                                  The Robin 

Spring and summer now are past                                     
autumn is approaching fast                                                
leaves are falling from the trees                                         
now there is a cooler breeze                                              
The swallows have a warm home to find                                                               
leaving the cold winter days behind                                         
The robin stays the winter through                                     
his song cheers us when we are blue 

Christmas Morn 

In a stable cold and bare                                                         

with all the cattle lying there                                                                                                                                                              

stands a manger filled with hay                                               

and a baby boy born today.                                                      

Wise men travelled from afar                                                  

bringing gifts and guided by a star                                                                                                                                          

Shepherds knelt there and angels sang                                    

the bells of heaven joyfully rang                                                

all came to welcome this baby boy                                              

who filled his mothers heart with joy.                                       

What a glorious Christmas morn                                              

our Saviour Jesus Christ is born. 
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GAZETTE 

Baptisms St. Giles: 3rd November: Maisie Grace Upton.  Isabelle Rose Cowley 

 

Funerals St. Giles:   

Weddings St. Giles :   

Baptisms St. Matthew’s:  None 

Weddings St. Matthew’s:  None 

Funerals St. Matthew’s:  None 

 

 

Ingredients 

 300g parsnips, cut 

into chunks 

• 300g carrots, cut into 

chunks 

• 300g butternut 

squash, cut into chunks 

• 2 onions, peeled and 

cut into quarters 

• 3 garlic cloves, skin  

• 3 sprigs of rosemary 

• 2 tbsp olive oil 

• 800ml hot chicken 

stock, made with 1 stock 

cube 

• 70g stilton, crumbled 

• 1 multigrain and rye 

bloomer, to serve 

 

1.Preheat the oven to 200°C/fan 180°C/gas mark 6. 

Put the parsnips, carrots, butternut squash and on-

ion in a large roasting tray and add the garlic and 

rosemary. Drizzle over the olive oil and season. Stir 

well to combine, then roast in the oven for 45-50 

minutes until tender.   
2.                                                               
Remove the roasting tray from the oven. 
Squash the garlic cloves with the back of a 
spoon and discard the skins. Stir the garlic 
purée through the vegetables.                                          
 
3 Add the chicken stock and 50g stilton. 
Blend until smooth. Divide the soup be-
tween four bowls and sprinkle with the re-
maining crumbled stilton and black pepper. 
Serve with crusty bread. 
 

Mick’s Soup Recipe                                       

Chrstmas Roast Vegetable Soup 

Serves 4 

GDPR: We now need permission 

to be able to put your name in 

our magazine so please let us 

know if you agree to this. 
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

         A Christmas Prayer                                                         
Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced 
season ahead, help me walk slowly 
and quietly.  Let me stop and listen to 
the angels sing of the greatest news 
ever told.  Let my heart, mind and 
soul join the chorus. “Glory in the 
Highest!! The Messiah has been 
born!”                                                                 
Among all the bright sparkling lights 
and cheery holiday tunes, let my spirit 
travel once again toward Bethlehem 
to honour and worship Jesus, my 
King,  The Prince of Peace, the Lord 
of Hosts, Mighty Counsellor, Son of 
God, the Lamb. All Your love, mercy 
and power somehow made flesh in 
the tiny form of a humble baby born in 
a manger. Let me worship the only 
one who is worthy to take our sin 
away and open the gates of all eterni-
ty!                                                 
by Daphne Kitching 

                                                          Quotation    

 Filling the world, He lies in a manger!  Augustine  

                                                 Monthly Mystifier                                                                                                              
Question:  Zeruiah was the mother of Abishai, Joab and Asa-

hel but whose sister was she?                                                                                                                                           

Clue. Answer may be found in 2 Samuel 

 Answer to last month’s Mystifier:   Who was the woman in the                   

Bible that posed as a prostitute so that she could meet with her father in 

law?  

Tamar (Genesis 38:) 

                       In the News  
Listed Churches in need of vital re-
pairs are to benefit after the Govern-
ment announced the extension of a 
grant scheme.                                                             
The listed places of worship grants 
scheme (LPWGS) is to be extended 
by the Treasury for a further year until 
March 2021.                                                             
The scheme pays grants equal to the 
VAT incurred on repairs such as ur-
gent structural work and new roofs, 
reducing the fundraising burden on 
churches and congregations.                                
Churches and cathedrals are respon-
sible for fundraising for their own re-
pairs. They contribute £220m a year 
to the economy and collectively run 
around 33,000 social action projects.                   
The Taylor Report which was pub-
lished in 2017 concluded that church 
buildings play a “vital role” in providing 
public services and a focal point for 
communities across the country. 
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Information 
 

Web Site 

Our joint web site contains information about the life and work of our two 
churches. 

Web address www.StGiles-Killamarsh.org     

MISSION STATEMENT 

To Be Christ in Church and Community 

Rector Revd.  Canon Helen 
Guest 

01142482769 

Associate Priest Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Reader Mr. John Hall 01142484531 

Reader Mrs. Christine Beach 01142513138 

Safeguarding                            
Co-ordinator  

Mrs. Christine Beach 07894506123 

Church Warden          
St. Giles 

 Mr. Ben Wheelhouse 07967231861 

Church Warden           
St. Giles 

Mrs. Margaret Hall 01142484531 

Church Warden           
St. Matthew’s 

Ms. Anne Joule 01246433497 

Church Warden           
St. Matthew’s 

Mrs. Ann Morton 01246433709 

Hire of Church Hall Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Web Site Editor Mrs. Sarah Parker  

Monthly News Sheet 
Editor 

Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

St.Matthew’s 

The Tuesday Coffee Morning takes place every Tuesday commencing at 
9.30 am. Please drop in for fellowship, fun and refreshments. 

Saturday Coffee Morning first Saturday of the month from 10.30 onward. 
Please pay us a visit for good conversation, Tea/coffee and cake.  


