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May Newsletter 2021 

The United Benefice of St. Giles, Killamarsh and                            

St. Matthew’s, Renishaw 

May Sunday Services 

 

 

Date Time Church Service 

 02/05/21   

Easter 5                                              

10.00 am St. Giles  Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s  Holy Communion 

09/05/21                      

Easter 6                      

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s Holy Communion 

 16/05/21                                         

Easter 7                 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s Holy Communion 

23/05/21   

Pentecost  

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

   10.00 am. St. Matthew’s            Holy Communion 

  

30/05/21 

Trinity Sunday 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy Communion 

 

 10.00 am.  St. Matthew’s Holy Communion 

 

 

Mid-Week Services 

Ascension Day   

Thursday 

13/05/21 

4.00 pm                          

7.00 pm 

St. Matthew’s 

St. Giles 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 
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Ascension Day 

Ascension Day is one of the most important festivals of the Church year. 

It commemorates our Lord’s physical departure from this world. His life 

on earth had begun in Bethlehem 33 years earlier with his birth and was 

now coming to an end with his ascension into heaven. Jesus returned to 

his Father to take up once more the royal throne that he had left to 

become one of us here on earth. He was, by no means, forsaking those 

he had come to save, but merely going on ahead of us to a kingdom 

which would be ours one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your 

Father, to my God and your God…’  (John 20:17). No longer confined by 

time or space, our Lord was now free to be in the world, which had come 

into being through him, at all times and in all places, through his Holy 

Spirit which the world was to receive at Pentecost.  

PENTECOST 

The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a birthday party for 
the Church, as we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples (Acts 2:1-
13). 

God’s Promise:   ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised’ 
(1:4). The disciples met expectantly in prayer for God’s promised gift. Just as we 
look forward to birthday presents, how eager are we to receive more of the Spirit in 
our lives? 

God’s Power:   ‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (4). The disciples needed 
the power of the Spirit to be different: not fearfully gathered behind locked doors, but 
energised to make Christ known. The Spirit can transform our lives into the likeness 
of Jesus and give gifts to equip our witness. Although the disciples’ experience of 
this power was overwhelming, it was essentially an encounter with God’s love. For 
us, nobody is excluded from this experience. 

God’s Purpose:   The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them.’ (4). The Spirit empowered their witness, so that everyone heard them 
speaking in their own ‘native language’ (lit: dialect, v8). We all have a story to tell of 
God’s activity in our lives and it’s the Spirit who translates our words and actions into 
a language that those around can understand! 

At Pentecost, 3,000 people were added to the church in one day! What do we expect 
of the Spirit in our day?        Parish Pump 
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NEWS 
 
Behind the Masks 
 
During the last year, have you seen someone you thought you recognised but were not 
certain, as they were wearing a face mask? Or seen someone wearing a mask and thought 
“I like that. I wonder where they’ve got it from?” 
 
Who’s behind the masks? St Giles Church in Killamarsh has an answer. 
 
Christine Tilbrook and her daughter Julie managed St Giles Charity Shop until it was forced 
to close in March 2020 due to Government regulations introduced to combat the coronavirus 
outbreak. Julie had the idea that wearing face masks could become compulsory in shops. 
She saw some brightly coloured masks online and thought she could make some and 
perhaps sell a few for charity. As she and her mother had been involved with St Giles 
Church Charity Shop, they agreed that any sales revenue would go to the shop. 
 
Having found a pattern online, work started in June 2020 on the triple layered 100% cotton 
masks in a range of sizes for adults and children. These soon grew in popularity, initially 
being sold to a few friends and neighbours but quickly to a much wider circle of customers. 
As word spread, enquiries started to come in for customised patterned masks. One example 
was from the mother of a teenage boy in hospital who asked for masks in Harry Potter fabric 
to match his bedding. Julie and Christine were happy to oblige and were delighted to learn 
that he was much happier than wearing standard hospital issue masks. Requests also came 
in for special masks for special occasions, so masks were produced with beads or sequins 
sown on and in specially chosen patterned fabrics. A Christmas collection proved very 
popular. 
 
Christine and Julie originally hoped they might be able to raise £50 for the Charity Shop but, 
by the end of March 2021 they had raised the tremendous sum of £2,250! During this time 
they have worn out 1 sewing machine, 1 iron and an i-Pad. Orders have been sent all over 
the UK and even overseas. 
 
Revd Canon Helen Guest, the Rector of Killamarsh, said their hard work in support of St 
Giles Church was magnificent and greatly appreciated and, as a customer herself, knew how 
well the masks had been received. Christine and Julie have already been asking when the 
Charity Shop will reopen – perhaps they are looking for a well-earned respite from making 
masks. 
Mr. John Hall 
 
        
 
The pictures below show the mask making workshop, Harry Potter and Christmas masks 
and Christine and Julie at a Craft Fair. 
 
Contacts for further information: 
Revd Canon Helen Guest – Tel 0114 248 2769 
John Hall – Tel 0114 248 4531 
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Safeguarding 
 

 
Safeguarding  Children and Vulnerable Adults 

Over the past two years there has been a considerable shift 

in workload regarding the role of  the Safeguarding Parish 

Officer.  Chris Beach has undergone Dashboard training  to 

input our yearly Safeguarding Audit for both churches prior 

to the APCM’s.  The system uses a red, amber and green 

identification system. Considerable time has previously been 

spent  collating information for DBS checks to ensure that all 

church officers and volunteers have an upto date DBS. Now 

the PSO  is responsible for the whole of that lengthy 

process. Additionally the Derby Diocese Safeguarding 

Matrix  2020 clearly identififies the level of training required 

at C0 (Basic Awareness) and C1( Foundation Stage) for church officers and 

volunteers and  for clergy and Churchwardens C2 training requiring time spent with a 

Safeguarding trainer. Due to Covid  CO and C1 training is on-line whilst C2 training 

is both on-line and via Zoom.  

 

As we emerge out of our third lockdown and adhere to both current government and 

Derby Diocese guidelines we will be considering positive missional possibilities. All 

of our Safequarding training and coverage will ensure that as a collective body of 

people at each church  we can engage with our church and wider communities with  

knowledge ,care and consideration to ensure the safeguarding  of all.  

 

There is a Safeguarding noticeboard in each church with relevant information. 

 

If there is any cause for concern regarding a child, young person or vulnerable adult 

then initially contact Revd Michael (at St Matthew’s) or Revd Helen (at St Giles) on 

0114-2482769 and Chris Beach  on 0114-2513138  and Jenny Crump on  0114-

2471956. 

 

If you have concerns regarding a member of clergy please contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Advisor, Hannah Hogg on 01332 388682/07540719447  

hannah.hogg@derby.anglican.org or Archdeacon Carol Coslet on 01332-388676  

archchesterfield@derby.anglican.org 

 
 
 

JENNY 

My name is Jenny Crump and I have been a resident in 

Killamarsh for over forty years. 

mailto:hannah.hogg@derby.anglican.org
mailto:archchesterfield@derby.anglican.org
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I am a member of the congregation at St Giles Church and have recently become a 

PCC member of the church. 

I have been invited by Reverend Helen Guest to become a Safeguarding Parish 

Officer for the benefice of St Giles , Killamarsh and St Matthew’s, Renishaw. I will 

work alongside Christine Beach who is the current Safeguarding Parish Officer. 

 

I have successfully completed my Safeguarding Basic Awareness Course and the 

Foundation Course and am currently carrying out other Safeguarding Courses to 

enable me to work alongside Chris and to contribute as much as I possibly can to the 

safeguarding of our communities and churches. 

 

Jenny   26/4/21 

 

The Importance of Prayer in and for our Lives 

What a difference a day makes!  As we begin to launch into each new day we fill our 

minds with plans, timetables, hopes, dreams, expectations as though the day 

belongs solely to us and to our individual hopes and desires.  

Each day is a beautiful gift from Almighty God therefore it is important to remember 

the Creator as we see and experience the nature that surrounds us and the animals 

we care for. Thank God for his generous gift of life. 

As we walk through any day there will be people that we meet. One may even be an 

angel in disguise! Thank God for each person you meet and for their unique life 

story. 

And what of decisions? How many decisions do you actively make in one single 

day? Before you make a decision do you pause and invite God into a particular 

situation, reflecting on what will be the consequence of your decision? Does 

Almighty God make a difference to the decisions you make? Thank him for His 

guidance and His trust in you that you will do the right thing which will honour Him. 

And as we look at the world in which we inhabit and witness on the television from 

the comfort of our homes  floods, drought, human trafficking and exploitation, famine, 

war, the ongoing cost of the  Covid-19 pandemic, tragedies, suffering to both 

humans and creatures,the effects of climate change, the deforestation of rainforests 

etc do we hold those situations, those people who are very precious to almighty God 

in our prayers for humanity’s sake? 

What of the end of the day? Do we take time to thank Almighty God for the many 

blessings he has bestowed upon us? Do we feel enriched by His presence and feel 

loved and protected by him as we eventually fall to sleep trusting our very soul into 

his everlasting care? 

Sleep well knowing that tomorrow will be yet another gift from Almighty God.  

 
 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Initiative 

This year’s Thy Kingdom Come will take place between 13th and 23rd May. TKC is a 

global prayer initiative  from Ascension to Pentecost whereby Christians will be 
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praying that  more people will come to Christ. There is a range of resouces avaliable 

for all ages from Thykingdomcome.global including a Prayer Journal , the Novena- 

Praying the Psalms and The Cheeky Pandas for children aged 3 and over. 

 

New seat at  the Community Garden at St Giles Church Hall, Killamarsh 

 

 

 
 

On Monday  morning the 26th April a group of people from  Bolsover Woodlands 

Enterprise Ltd came to install a very beautiful sycamore bench. It really looks more 

like an exquisite sculpture than a functional seat. I love it!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  This social 

enterprise group manages and protects woodlands in Derbyshire. All the team 

members are adults who have a learning disability. To find out more about their 

ongoing work please go to ww.bolsoverwoodlands.org  

 

A very special thanks goes to Councillor Diane Charles who funded the bench 

from the Members’ Community Leadership Fund.  

 

 

Father Georges Coronavirus Appeal 

I want to say  a huge thank you to St Giles Church, St Matthew’s Church, St Giles 

Church of England Primary School and to the wonderfully generous donors who 
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have searched their heart and expressed their love and support to Father Georges, 

Eveline and to the congregations they serve. The Appeal was launched on the 6th 

April and upto today (1st May) £1,455-00 has been sent to Father Georges. £1255-00 

has been specifically for face masks, a good supply of hand sanitisers and soap. A 

further £200-00 has been sent specifically to purchase much needed vitamins and 

food as required. 

We are doing our utmost best to ensure their protection against this horrendous 

disease. Buckets will continue to be in both churches to receive donations. Please 

make cheques payable to Mrs Helen Guest who will send all money received to 

Father Georges via a special international transaction. 

Thank you and may God bless your generous hearts. 

 

A Prayer for Father Georges 

Heavenly Lord, we thank you that hearts have been opened to the plight of your 

people in Madagascar. We thank you for generous hearts and minds in support of 

Father Georges. As the Coronavirus is relentless and no-one is exempt from this 

horrendous disease we earnestly pray that we continue to play our part to help 

Father Georges and his people to stave off the disease. Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Father Georges 

 
 

 

Dear Reverend Canon Helen and Fr Michael. 

Thank you very much for your  lovely endeavours in working for the people of God in 

Madagascar at this deeply distressing time.Our  great combat against the 

Coronavirus is very hard but with your great help and your prayers we may say that 

we are among the  winners... We are effectively and correctly equiped . Thank you 

very much indeed ...! We will win  ! 

Thank you very much for all your donation...We appreciate very much your 

contribution by sending those thank you cards on our behalf to the several 

donors.May God bless you all forever! 

We will keep you  in touch. 

Fr Georges and Eveline. 

All the Congregation 
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Diocesan News 

 

Malcolm Macnaughton was installed as the Bishop of Repton in a special Evensong 

at Derby Cathedral on Sunday 18th April at 5.15pm. Bishop Malcolm’s installation 

followed his consecration as bishop at Lambeth Palace on Wednesday 14th April. 

Please read more on the Diocese of Derby website. 

 

Building Community Fund 

As the Diocese progresses the Diocesan Vision there is a £100k fund available to 

support local congregations  to engage   with their communities.  On Diocese of 

Derby eNews it states “The project this fund is seeking to support are those which 

see the church proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom in word and action 

especially projects that look to include and /or partner with, other groups or 

individuals in the host community, demonstrating meaningful and open engagement 

with those who have had little or no contact with the congregation. “ Copyright 2021 

Diocese of Derby.Applications for up to £2000  is available with no match funding. 

Exciting times ahead. 

 

The Archdeacon’s Visitation  for our Deanery will be on Tuesday 27th July 2021.  

 

Care Home Services 

During the Pandemic there have of course been necessary restrictions on care home visits 

in order to protect residents and staff from Coronavirus.  This has meant that, as a Church, 

we have been unable physically to go into the Care Homes in Killamarsh to hold services.   

However, we felt it was important to maintain our links with the homes’ communities during 

this incredibly challenging time and to continue ministry in whatever way was possible.  This 

led to the idea of holding short, occasional services via Zoom with both the Nethermoor and 

the Lodge Care Homes at key times of the Church year.  We began with a service for 

Christmas based on the Church of England’s theme of ‘Comfort and Joy’.  The aim was to 

provide a warm, welcoming and accessible service with the emphasis on music, pictures and 

the Word.  With the invaluable help of Laura from the Nethermoor and Sue from the Lodge 

we were able to hold the first service in December, in which around twenty residents from 

each home were able to join in worship led by Revd Helen from the Rectory.  Each resident 

was given a printed order of service to keep which provided the words of the hymns, the 

Bible readings, prayers and photographs to accompany the various sections of the service.   

Revd Helen began the service by asking for each resident to be introduced in turn so that 

everyone felt included and involved.  A candle was then lit which provided a focus as the 

service proceeded.  The service closed with God’s blessing.  St Giles has since held two 

further services in this way, for Lent and for Easter and another service is planned for 

Pentecost.  While we remain, for the time being, physically separated by the current 

lockdown restrictions, we are thankful to God that we can continue to come together in this 

way for worship and connection.  
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Oasis 

Pentecost 

Pentecost is celebrated on the 50th day (the seventh Sunday) after Easter 

Sunday.  The term Pentecost comes from the 

Greek Πεντηκοστή (Pentēkostē) meaning "fiftieth".  It commemorates the 

descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus 

Christ when they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks as 

described in the Acts of Apostles (Acts 2:1-31).  It is also known in the UK 

as ‘White Sunday’ or ‘Whitsunday’ or ‘Whitsun’ where traditionally the 

following day, ‘Whit Monday’  is a public holiday.  

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

Without you we are powerless to help ourselves. 

We give you thanks that on the day of Pentecost 

You sent the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to be our Comforter, 

Helper, Strengthener, Counsellor and Guide. 

Teach us to look for and recognise the action and inspiration of the Holy Spirit  

In our lives and the lives of those around us. 

Open us to being shaped by the Spirit of truth 

So that we may live according to your will 

Following the example of your Son, 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

AmenLegion 

Lo100 years of the British Legion 

One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was founded in the 
aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to veterans of the British Armed 
Forces, their families and dependants. 

It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. More than six 
million had served in the war: of those who came back, 1.75 million had suffered 
some kind of disability, and half of those were disabled permanently. 

A collared dove chick, 

fledged in April, 

tentatively exploring life 

outside the nest. 

https://www.parishpump.co.uk/resources/?issue=2021-5&rc=361
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Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian Lance Bombardier 
Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s unwillingness to help, and Field 
Marshal Earl Haig, who had been Commander in Chief of the British Forces. The 
Legion campaigned for fair treatment of those who given everything for their country, 
and it continues this work today. 

In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, London, with 40 
disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The first Poppy Day was held 
that same year. The Festival of Remembrance began in 1927, and the Legion 
became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years ago – on its golden anniversary. 

At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service personnel, but it was 
expanded to include serving members of the Forces in 1981.  Parish Pump 

Poetry Corner 

The Old Flower Seller by Ann Ward 

Sitting in the town square                                                                                            

her basket by her side                                                                                                                 

underneath the memorial.                                                                                                                    

To those brave men who died.                                                                                           

Lavender sweet lavender                                                                            

who’ll buy my lovely flowers.                                                                          

There she sits from dawn to dusk                                                                 

in sunshine and in showers.                                                                                     

Old black coat and battered hat                                                                           

worn shoes upon her feet.                                                                                   

The only living she has known                                                                               

is selling flowers in the street.                                                                                         

She wasn’t always old and poor                                                                           

she was once young bright and gay                                                                           

In her flapper dress, feathers and beads                                                               

she’d dance the night away.                                                                                     

But circumstances pulled her down                                                                      

now she’s left with only dreams                                                                        

but inside she is still a bright young thing                                                                  

life’s not always what it seems.                                                                                 

As twilight begins to deepen                                                                                   

it’s the end of another day                                                                    

she packs her flowers in her basket                                                           

and slowly walks away. 
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Christian Aid 

Christian Aid Week runs from 10th May - 16th May. 

This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every 
day.  From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their lives.  

Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, 
they will have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water will help families 
withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms. 

Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. Christian Aid 

United Benefice Contacts 

 

Rector Revd.  Canon Helen   

Guest 

01142482769 

Associate Priest Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Reader Mr. John Hall 01142484531 

Reader Mrs. Christine Beach 01142513138 

Safeguarding                            

Co-ordinators             

Mrs. Christine Beach 

Mrs. Jenny Crump 

07894506123 

01142471956 

 

Church Warden          

St. Giles 

 Mr. Ben Wheelhouse 07967231861 

Church Warden           

St. Giles 

Mrs. Margaret Hall 01142484531 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Ms. Anne Joule 01246433497 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Mrs. Ann Morton 01246433709 

Hire of Church Hall Revd. Helen Guest 01142482769 

Web Site Editor Mrs. Sarah Parker   

Monthly News Sheet 

Editor 

 

Revd. Michael Guest    01142482769 
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