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October Newsletter 2021 

The United Benefice of St. Giles, Killamarsh and                            

St. Matthew’s, Renishaw 

October Sunday Services 

 

 

Date Time Church Service 

 03/10/21 

Trinity 18 

10.00 am St. Giles Service of                             

the Word Harvest 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s  Holy Communion 

Harvest 

10/10/21                      

Trinity 19                    

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy 

Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s Service of                          

the Word 

 17/10/21                                         

Trinity 20                 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy 

Communion 

  10.00 am. St. Matthew’s Holy 

Communion  

24/10/21                      

Bible Sunday  

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy 

Communion 

   10.00 am. St. Matthew’s            Holy 

Communion 

  

31/10/21                 

4 before Advent 

All Saints’ Day 

10.00 am. St. Giles Holy 

Communion 

 06.00 pm St. Giles Commemoration 

of the Departed 

 10.00 am. St. Matthew’s Holy 

Communion 
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Midweek Services 

St. Giles: Holy Communion every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am. 

St. Matthew’s: Holy Communion on the second Tuesday at 9.00 am. 

                                          Coffee Mornings                                                                                                              

Following a meeting of St. Matthew’s PCC it was decided to reinstate the 
Tuesday Coffee Mornings 9.30am to 11am. The first post lockdown coffee 
morning was held on the 21st September. It was also decided to re-start serving 

refreshments following the Sunday Morning 10am service.                                              
We will continue to follow Government and Church of England advice on keeping 

people safe during the ongoing pandemic. 

A Reflection 

A reflection on the events in Killamarsh following the deaths  of Terri Harris, 

Connie Gent, John Paul and Lacey Bennett. 

Sunday 19th September started out like any other day. The forthcoming services 

and baptisms at both churches had been prepared. The weather was lovely. 

What a beautiful day! After following my usual Rectory routine Oscar and I set 

out on our morning walk. Apparently  according  to news media , police were at 

the scene at Chandos Crescent at  7.25 am . Oscar and I nonchalantly  walked 

by the crime scene at 7.30 am witnessing a young woman police officer 

cordoning off the two houses . An ambulance was stationary as was one police 

car. Literally within seconds two further police cars hurriedly parked up. Without 

knowing any of the information  that later unfolded late on Sunday night and 

into the early hours of Monday morning the news was of  the horrific murder of 

four individuals .  

Co-incidentally on Sunday night  the entrance light at St Giles Church had 

inadvertently been left on with different posts on Facebook drawing attention to 

it. Upon reflection could it be that the light shone within church so that ’The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’ John 1:5NRSV 

As details emerged of the tragedy St Giles Church was open Monday 20th and 

Tuesday 21st September  from 10am-5pm so that anyone could come to light a 

candle, write in the Book of Condolence, offer prayers or speak to a member of 

clergy or Reader and churchwardens. 

Monday saw an outpouring of grief from young an old alike as each  individual 

struggled to make sense of the enormity of the situation especially as three 

young children were involved. Their potential of future life with hopes, dreams, 

aspirations all now curtailed. And what of all those people who had known the 

children- parent(s), teaching staff, friends, neighbours…… The immediate impact 

upon their lives must have been appalling.  How could this nightmare possibly 

happen  in our community?  And what of Terri who was a mum, a daughter, a 

friend, a neighbour? Her life too cruelly cut short. 
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As people came into church there was an overwhelming camaraderie that we are 

all in this grief and pain together, that we struggle to make sense of the evil that 

has been reigned upon four lives yet there was an overwhelming need to be 

there, to have a sacred space and place  in which to deposit grief and sadness. 

The candle gate and the Book of Condolence were both placed under the huge 

crucifix which hangs above the pulpit. All who came symbolically were at the foot 

of the cross seeking solace and comfort. Where was Almighty God? There in the 

very midst of the outpouring of grief and mourning, there at the very core of our 

beings helping, comforting, sustaining, pouring salve  onto our hurting and 

longing  souls.  

As St Giles Church  closed on Monday at 5pm a lady came with a bag of 

individually crafted hearts donated by a charity group based in Dronfield. The 

hearts were to be offered freely as a beautiful gesture of love and care. 

Tuesday saw a gentler influx of people nevertheless each individual carried the 

emotional scars of the tragedy deep within. There were quiet moments of 

reflection, gentle conversations trying to make sense of the situation, candles lit 

accompanied by silent or quietly spoken prayers, a need to demonstrate 

solidarity and inner strength in the face of appalling evil. Many left St Giles 

Church  feeling comforted, somehow restored by the love and care of Almighty 

God which had been demonstrated by those present. 

Just as those who had witnessed the death of our Lord Jesus Christ had to 

eventually physically  leave ‘ the scene of the crime’  but carrying their grief  and 

mourning with them so we too, in our own way, have had to greet the following 

days trying to re-connect with the normality of life yet still walking with our 

grief.  

The beautiful tributes of flowers, cards, teddies and balloons at the top of 

Chandos Crescent are ongoing symbols of  our community’s solidarity that we 

are all in this together. The young police officers who stand on duty as the area 

continues to be cordoned off are playing a very vital role indeed. 

On Sunday 26th special prayers were offered for all  those mourning the loss of 

Terri, John Paul, Lacey and  Connie.  A sermon was offered based on the power 

of prayer.  

In conjunction with all that St Giles Church has offered has been the strength of 

communication via our website, A Church Near You  and our Facebook page. 

Since the tragedy unfolded very specific daily prayers have been written by 

Revd. Michael. 

As I write this I have been truly humbled by those who have contacted me 

offering prayers , words of support, sympathy  and comfort  during this very 

difficult time. The power of relationship, both locally and nationally,  and  

knowing that the Killamarsh Community are being enfolded in love, compassion 

and empathy through prayer is very much appreciated. 

At this moment in time we continue to live with the ongoing events.  

Revd Helen 
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Harvest Appeal 

Our Harvest Appeal for Father Georges this year is to raise funds for the 

construction of a cowshed in which to house cattle belonging to Father Georges 

and his congregation. In a recent email Father Georges outlined the need and 

cost of this proposed project. 

Our need : We need to build a new house for the 05 young cows 
(heifers)and  beside we must  increase their food  and the numbers of the workers…  

Bricks and  cement       :         £300 
Metal   roof and wood :           £300 
Bricklayers                      :       £300 
Other food (feedmil)       :        £300 

TOTAL ………………………….:      £1,200. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS IN SUPPORT 
OF THIS INITIATIVE. 
 

Shoebox Appeal 

St Matthew’s Church and St Giles Church will both be supporting Operation 

Christmas Child  again this year. You can either fill a box yourself or alternatively 

donate your items ( please refer to their website for age specific items). Each 

shoebox will cost £5-00  for transportation costs. 

Ben Wheelhouse is once again our coordinator supported by Rachel, his wife. 

Please contact Ben if you need an empty shoebox. 

Bishop’s Badge 

Julie and Christine Tilbrook will be travelling with John and Margaret Hall  to 

Derby Cathedral on Sunday 3rd October to receive the Bishop’s Badge . More 

details to follow.  

Forthcoming Church events 

Saturday 20th November St Matthew’s from 11am-2pm Christmas Fayre  

St Giles Church Saturday 4th December setting up of Festival of Trees from 10am 

St Giles Church Hall- Saturday 11th December 10am-1pm Christmas Fayre 
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Meeting the needs of older people 

These days there seems to be a day for everything, including the United Nations’ 
‘International day for Older Persons’, which is observed on 1st October. So 

perhaps October is a good month to think about meeting the needs of older 
people in church.  

Many churches employ children’s workers or youth leaders – but how many have 

appointed people to minister specifically to the older people in their congregation 
and beyond? 

In St Albans, north of London, two Methodist churches have joined together to 
recruit an ‘Anna Chaplain’ to help meet the needs of seniors in local church 
congregations and beyond. 

The new role is part of a growing network of Anna Chaplains, named after the 
widow, Anna, who appears in Luke’s gospel as a good role model of a faithful 

older person. 

The development comes as charities that work with older people have published 
research which how badly the pandemic has impacted those aged 60 and above, 

and raised questions about how well they will ‘bounce back’ after Covid-19. 

Age UK has called on the Government to give the NHS and social care services 

extra resources to help older people make the best possible recovery.  With 
coronavirus now hopefully in retreat in the UK, the charity has also appealed to 

the wider public to keep supporting the older people in their lives. 

It said: “The impact of the pandemic on the health and wellbeing of some older 
people in early 2021 is so demonstrably severe that it raises big questions over 

whether they will be able to ‘bounce back’.” 

Against this background, Maggie Dodd, the first Anna Chaplain in Hertfordshire, 

explained: “Our vision is that older people are cherished and supported within 
their church communities, and also beyond, in the wider community. 

“Often you have people who used to attend church, and they’ve become a little 

more frail and not able to attend or they’ve moved to a care home or sheltered 
housing, and they just lose touch with what’s going on. They’re not able to take 

themselves to church anymore.” 

https://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/


6 
 

The work of Anna Chaplains includes ministry in care homes and other settings 
where older people live or gather. At this time of year, some churches organise 

‘holiday at home’ projects and activities for seniors in their area. 

  

Anna Chaplains are a ministry of Christian charity, BRF (Bible Reading 
Fellowship) who have a vision “to see an Anna Chaplain in every small and 
medium-sized community in the country, and for the Anna Chaplain name to 

become synonymous with spiritual care for older people.” 

Parish Pump 

The Good Doctor 

This month we remember St Luke (18th October), the author of the third Gospel 

and Book of Acts. Throughout his writing Luke makes clear that the good news 

of salvation is available to all people regardless of their gender, social position or 

nationality. It is believed that Luke was a doctor, so he sees the importance of 

healing in the ministry of Jesus and the Church. The signs of the presence of 

God’s kingdom include the healing of sickness, hurts, as well as unforgiveness. 

This is evident when Jesus sends out the 72 in Luke 10, a reading for St Luke’s 

Day: 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field…When you enter a town and 

are welcomed eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell 

them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’’ (Luke 10:2,8). What challenges do we 

find in these verses? 

Firstly Luke, as a Gentile (a non-Jew) recognises the revolutionary way 

outsiders are welcomed into the faith community eg Zacchaeus (Luke 19) and 

Cornelius (Acts 10). How can we engage with those who are outside the 

community of faith? We have to avoid the tendency to regard ourselves as 

insiders! As we reach out to those who are ready to welcome the gospel, we 

have an opportunity to share good news and healing in the name of Jesus. 

Secondly, as an Evangelist, Luke wants us to share the love of Jesus with all 

those we encounter.  However, as these verses indicate, this has got to be 

rooted in prayer, if we are going to be led by God in our response to 

others. ‘Mission is seeing what God is doing and joining in’ (Rowan Williams). 
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Saying Goodbye, (part of the Mariposa Trust) are returning to Derby in 
October with a Baby loss remembrance and support service (part of a 

Nationwide chain of events). Due to Covid-19 this may not be our traditional 
service, but we are happy to be able to bring a service to bereaved parents 

in your area, this will take place on the 23rd October at 11am in Derby 
Cathedral. The Mariposa Trust’s core objective is to support people who have 

lost babies at any stage of pregnancy, at birth, or in infancy.  

 

Poetry Corner 

Thank You 

 
Thank you for always being there 

On you I can depend 

Whenever I need a helping hand 

I know you will be there my friend. 

Sometimes I fall by the wayside 

And the going is tough and slow 

But you will always be there 

Showing me the way to go. 

There are times when I forget you 

When faith and courage I lack 

But you are there waiting patiently 

For when I find my way back. 

 
Ann Ward 
 
 

QUOTE 

The gospel is good news.  But Jesus never said it was easy news. –

 Charles Colson 
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United Benefice Contacts 

 

Rector Revd.  Canon Helen   

Guest 

01142482769 

Associate Priest Revd. Michael Guest 01142482769 

Reader Mr. John Hall 01142484531 

   

Safeguarding                            

Co-ordinator             

Mrs. Jenny Crump 01142471956 

 

Church Warden          

St. Giles 

 Mrs. Jenny Crump 01142471956 

 

Church Warden           

St. Giles 

Mrs. Margaret Hall 01142484531 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Ms. Anne Joule 01246433497 

Church Warden           

St. Matthew’s 

Mrs. Ann Morton 01246433709 

Hire of Church Hall Revd. Helen Guest 01142482769 

Web Site Editor Mrs. Sarah Parker   

Monthly News Sheet 

Editor 

 

Revd. Michael Guest    01142482769 

 

 

 www.StGiles-Killamarsh.org 

 

To be Christ in Church and Community  

http://www.stgiles-killamarsh.org/
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