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Advent 2019 
 

Welcome to Advent 2019. My prayer is that as you journey to 
the celebration of the Saviour’s Birth this year you will do so 
reflectively and prayerfully. I hope that you will be able to use 
this booklet of suggested readings, reflections and prayers as 
an aid in doing so. 
 
Each day provides a suggested reading from the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah, a verse taken from that reading, a personal re-
flection on the verse, topics for prayer and an inspirational 
quote. The bible readings are those set in Common Worship for 
evening prayer for each day in Advent. 
 
The reflections are all mine and are there to encourage your 
own thoughts and memories. 
 
The topics for prayer are merely a suggestion and cover a 
whole range of subjects based on the reading and/or reflection. 
The prayers on pages 27 and 28 are from a number of different 
sources and these prayers can be used on any day, at any time 
as you feel fitting. The opening prayer printed below can be 
used every day to begin your time of devotion. 
 

 
God of hope 

be with us in our Advent journey 
to the stable and beyond, 
be with us in our meeting 

and in our travelling together, 
be with us in our worship 
and our praying together, 

be with us in our Advent journey 
to the stable and beyond, 

       our God of hope.                                                       
Christian prayers and resources 

 
 Written and compiled by Revd M Guest. 
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Sunday  01/12/19  

 
Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 52:1-12 

 
Reflection 
 
v.12 "for the LORD will go before you, and the God of   
Israel will be your rear guard." 

 
This section of Isaiah doesn’t end with a challenge but 
with some tremendously encouraging promises, not least 
the one quoted above.  As we begin our Advent journey, a 
month of preparing our hearts and souls for the second 
coming of our Lord as well as for the celebration of his 
birthday, it is good to know that as we look deep inside 
ourselves there is nothing we need to be afraid of  for our 
Lord will be with us. Where is the need for fear, for panic, 
for discouragement if God leads the way and provides us 
with his full protection too! 
 
Prayer topics:- 

 For those going through a difficult time 

 For those who are feeling discouraged 

 For those who suffer from panic attacks                                      

Quote:                                                                                                      

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm 

heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving 

the others with God's own love and concern.” 

― Mother Teresa  
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Monday 02/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 42:18-25 
 

Reflection  
 
V18  Listen, you that are deaf; 
    and you that are blind, look up and see! 

 
V20  He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

    his ears are open, but he does not hear.  

Looking and seeing can be two different things entirely. I 
am often in trouble for missing things that are often obvi-
ous to others, the fact that my wife has had her hair done 
for example, or some other less important thing. The peo-
ple of God were often guilty of missing the obvious. God 
had brought them out of Egypt so that they would be a 
means of others seeing and hearing the truth about God. 
The irony was that they themselves were also deaf and 
blind. What about us? 

Prayer topics:- 
 
 For those who are physically deaf or blind 
 
 For those who are spiritually deaf and blind 
 
 For those organisations who help the sight and    

hearing impaired 
 
Quote 
 
“There are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what 
isn't true; the other is to refuse to believe what is true.” 
― Soren Kierkegaard  
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Tuesday 03/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 43:1-13 
 

Reflection 
 
V4 “Because you are precious in my sight and honoured 
and I love you.” 
 
What a reasurrance those words are to us should we ever 
doubt our worth in God’s eyes. Just look at what those 
words mean: 
 
Precious: of great value; not to be wasted or treated 
carelessly 
 
Honoured: regarded with great respect 
 
Loved: held in great affection; cherished 

 
 

Prayer topics:- 
 
 That we may have absolute trust in God 

 For those who are beset by doubts 

 For those who doubt their worth 

 

Quote: 

“Legalism says God will love us if we change. The gospel 

says God will change us because He loves us.” 

― Tullian Tchividjian  
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Wednesday 04/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 43:14-end 
 

Reflection: 
 
V19 I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert.  
 
 

Again God questions the Hebrew people as to whether or 

not they can perceive what he has done for them in the 

past and so understand what he is willing to do for them 

in the future. He will lead them through whatever difficul-

ties they might encounter if they will but put their trust in 

him. What God asks of the Israelite people he also asks of 

us and what  he is willing to do for them he is willing to do 

for us. 

Prayer topics:- 

 That we may hear God’s voice 

 That we may listen to God’s voice 

 That we may obey God’s voice 

Quote 

“I have learned to trust that when my Lord closes a door 

in my life it is because he loves me too much to give me 

less than his best.”  Henry T. Blackaby 
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Thursday 05/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 44:1-8 
 

Reflection: 
 
V2 Thus says the Lord who made you, 

    who formed you in the womb and will help you: 

Do not fear, O Jacob my servant, 

    Jeshurun whom I have chosen.  
 

Echoes of Psalm 39 as God reminds his people that he 

knows each and everyone of them individually, he knows 

their hopes and fears, even their innermost thoughts are 

known to him and yet he will not abandon them. In fact he 

tells them not to be afraid because they are his, he has 

chosen them and he will keep his promises to them. We 

should take heart from this teaching. God knows us and 

yet he has still chosen us and our future is in his hands. 

Prayer topics:- 

 That our thoughts, words and actions may be worthy 

of God 

 That God will guide our thoughts, words and actions 

 That we may be faithful and obedient servants of God 

Quote 

“We ought always to assume that God loves us and is in 

control of our world.” 

― Henry T. Blackaby  
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Friday  06/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 44:9-23 
 

Reflection: 
 
 V10 Who would fashion a god or cast an image that can 
do no good?   

 
There is a long history of humankind making images which 

it then goes on to worship. God says just look at your-

selves think what you are doing making images from met-

al or wood, would you really rather worship them than the 

living God who speaks and acts. He says the same to us 

today . The images we are tempted to worship may be dif-

ferent and include non material things such as power, sta-

tus or wealth but they are just as useless in bringing us 

happiness and contentment as the metal and wood idols 

made by the Israelites. God says don’t be ridiculous get a 

life and commit to me. 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those who worship false idols 

 For those who lead people astray with false teaching 

 For those who have a false image of themselves 

Quote 

“Some of the most miserable people we have known were 

those who received God's call to full-time Christian service 

but spent a lifetime rejecting it.”  Henry T. Blackaby  

― Henry T. Blackaby  
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Saturday 07/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 44:24—28 

Reflection: 

V24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, 

    who formed you in the womb: 

I am the Lord, who made all things, 

    who alone stretched out the heavens, 

    who by myself spread out the earth; 

We modern Christians are sometimes tempted to forget 

the awesome power of God. Not only did he create us in 

his image he created the whole universe and all that’s in 

it. To understand what that means you need to go out into 

the countryside on a clear night, away from all artificial 

lights, and look up at the myriad of stars in our galaxy but 

be prepared to catch your breath, it’s an amazing sight. 

What is more amazing is the fact that we are just one  

galaxy amongst many.  

Prayer topics:- 

 For scientists involved in the exploration of space 

 For astronomers and astronauts 

 For the discovery of new worlds 

Quote 

“There is nothing new under the sun, but there are new suns.” 

― Octavia E. Butler  
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Sunday 08/12/19  
 

Suggested Bible Reading: 45:1-13 
 

Reflection: 
 
V2 I will go before you 

    and level the mountains, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

    and cut through the bars of iron,  
 
 

Sometimes in life it seems as if we meet one obstacle af-

ter another. Whether it is health or financial, relationship 

or work problems sometimes they can all be connected 

and can at first seem insurmountable. The truth is that if 

we try to remove them under our own steam they proba-

bly are, if however we take them to God in prayer he will 

go before us levelling what might have seemed like moun-

tains and smashing through anything that bars our way. 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those faced with difficult decisions 

 For those going through a difficult time 

 For efficacy of prayer 

Quote 

“You need to spend time crawling alone through shadows 

to truly appreciate what it is to stand in the sun.” 

―Shaun Hick  
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Monday 09/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 45;14-End 
 

Reflection: 
 
V22 Turn to me and be saved, 
    all the ends of the earth! 
    For I am God, and there is no other.  
 
There is a well known saying “ There are no atheists in fox 

holes” suggesting that when the chips are down, when our 

very lives are under threat most people turn to God in 

prayer. This is often as a last resort for many and often 

said in hope rather than expectation. The truth is however 

that God’s desire is that we should all be saved. Hopefully 

most of us won’t have experienced a literal fox hole but 

we will all have had times when we have been in a bit of a 

fix. When that happened did you turn to God as a last re-

sort if so when you are next in trouble why not try turning 

to God first? 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those who do not know the Lord 

 For those who are in a fix that they will tun to God 

 For  those in despair that they may find hope in God 

Quote 

“I like the night. Without the dark, we'd never see the stars.” 

― Stephenie Meyer  
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Tuesday 10/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 46 
 

Reflection: 
 
V4 even to your old age I am he, 

    even when you turn grey I will carry you. 

I have made, and I will bear; 

    I will carry and will save  
 
There is a tendency by some to treat old people more as a 
burden than a blessing. In my work as a painter and deco-
rator and as a priest I have been priviledged to vist or 
work in many retirement/nursing homes and spend time 
listening to the many different life stories that the resi-
dents have shared with me. Stories that have enriched my 
life and cause me to now walk into the lounge of one of 
these homes and see not a group of worn out old people, 
but an assembly of those who have blessed the world by 
their presence and still have much to offer if we but spend 
some time listening to them. 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For the nursing homes in our parishes 

 For all the staff and residents in our nursing homes 

 That society may learn to value its older generations 

Quote 
 

“I was thinking about how people seem to read the bible a 
lot more as they get older, and then it dawned on me—
they’re cramming for their final exam.” 

― George Carlin  
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Wednesday 11/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading; Isaiah 47 
 

Reflection 
 
V10 You felt secure in your wickedness; 

    you said, ‘No one sees me.’ 
Your wisdom and your knowledge 

    led you astray, 

and you said in your heart, 

    ‘I am, and there is no one besides me.’  
 

There is a well known saying “Pride comes before a fall” and it 
is fascinating how often this proves to be true. We can easily 
become what my mum used to call “full of ourselves.” This of-
ten happens when we feel things are going well and this is the 
situation with regard to Babylon. They thought they were so 
powerful nothing could touch them and Isaiah was trying to 
warn them of what lay ahead but they were too proud to listen. 
How easy it is for us to fall into the same trap unable to imag-
ine that the things that we now take for granted might be one 
day taken away.  We would do well to heed Isaiah’s warning to 
the Babylonians. 
 
Prayer topics:-  
 
 For all those blinded by their own success 
 
 For those who can see no further than the present 
 
 For those who have the duty to warn others 
 
Quote 
 
"But God said to him, 'You foolish one, tonight your soul is re-
quired of you. (The parable of the bigger barns  Luke 12:16-21) 
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Thursday 12/12/19 
 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 48:1-11 
 
Reflection: 
 
 V10 See, I have refined you, but not like silver; 

    I have tested you in the furnace of adversity  
 

There is another saying I am sure you will be familiar with and 
that is “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger”. This saying 
takes up the idea alluded to in the above verse from Isaiah that 
the difficult times we pass through in life have value insomuch 
as they toughen us up for other trials that may lay ahead. It is 
certainly true that we can use our previous experiences both 
good and bad to inform and prepare us for whatever life has in 
store for us. I also believe that God is in control and he will not 
allow us to be tested beyond that which he has equipped us to 
cope with. The fact that people do fail during difficult times 
does not mean that God has failed us but simply that we have 
perhaps failed God. 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For those going through a time of testing 
 
 For God’s help in difficult times 
 
 For the strength to remain faithful to God 
 
Quote 
 
“Every man at some point in his life needs to be tested so 
he can find out if he’s a righteous man or an indifferent 
one.” 
― Dannika Dark  
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Friday 13/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 48:12-end  
 

Reflection: 
 
V22 ‘There is no peace’, says the Lord, ‘for the wicked.’  

 
 

I remember as a child that when I or my sister were    
pestering for something mum would get up with a sigh 
and say, “There is no peace for the wicked”. I wonder if 
she realised that she was quoting Isaiah. Isaiah was of 
course addressing the people of Israel during their captiv-
ity in Babylon. It is a warning that those who practice obe-
dience to God will be blessed whilst those who remain 
faithless will have no peace. It is no less true today. Those 
who continue to behave  in ways other than those  
ordained by God  will find that those wayward things that 
once seemed like a good idea now keep them awake at 
night denying them any sense of peace. 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For peace in the world 
 
 For peace in our communities 
 
 For peace in our homes 
 
Quote 
 
“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the 
world will know peace.” 
― Jimi Hendrix  
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Saturday 14/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

Reflection: 
 
V4 But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 

    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 

    and my reward with my God.’  
 
It sometimes takes a while for the penny to drop, doesn’t 
it? How often do we labour under our own steam trying to 
deal with any problems that come along in our own 
strength before we realise it has all been in vain because 
we have achieved absolutely nothing. Then in a last des-
perate throw of the dice we turn to God and seek his help. 
Some may say what kind of God stands by and watches 
his people struggle when he could step in and help. The 
answer is of course, as any good parent knows, the kind 
that loves his children so much he is willing to let them 
learn by their mistakes. 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For good parents everywhere 
 
 For the wisdom to turn to God before it’s too late 
 
 That we may learn from our mistakes 
 
Quote 
 
“You say to God, “I have never seen you provide for me.” 
God says to you, “You have never trusted Me.” 
― Corallie Buchanan  
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Sunday 15/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 49:8-13 
 

Reflection: 

V13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

    break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

For the Lord has comforted his people, 

    and will have compassion on his suffering ones.  

It is well documented that I am no singer a fact to which 

those who have been unfortunate enough to stand next to 

me in a church service will no doubt be able to vouch. As 

a pupil at Newbold Green School I was thrown out of the 

choir for singing like a frog. Later as an apprentice painter 

I was working on the outside of a house singing “The corn 

is as high as an elephant’s eye” when a neighbour offered 

to pay me to shut up. All this leaves me in no doubt as to 

my singing ability, but you know I don’t think God minds if 

we can sing or not as long as we do so with joy in our 

hearts, for we have much to be joyful about. 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those who write and produce music 

 For singers and choirs 

 For musicians  

Quote 

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and 

that which cannot remain silent” Victor Hugo  
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Monday 16/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 49:14-25 
 

Reflection: 
 
V16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; 

    your walls are continually before me.  
 
 

I have a number of scars on my right hand where I put it 
through a conservatory window going on forty years ago. 
You might say the occasion is carved into my hand and 
will be a constant reminder of my carelessness as long as 
I live. In a similar way God is saying to Israel the “Chosen 
People” that he has carved their name onto the palms of 
his hands and they shall be ever before him regardless of 
the fact that they might on occasion act carelessly he will 
not forget them. What he said to the Israelite people he 
also says to us. We too are engraved on his hands and 
cannot be forgotten regardless of our errant ways.                                        
What a promise that is! 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For Jewish people everywhere 
 
 For Christian Jewish relations 
 
 For Messianic Jews 
 
Quote 
 
“The respect of a man of great honor is unshakeable. He 
stands a big chance of being remembered and honoured 
by many generations to come.” 
― Edmond Mbiaka  
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Tuesday 17/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 50 
 

Reflection: 
 
V7 The Lord God helps me; 

    therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
 

One of the most common human concerns is to avoid em-
barrassment. It can prevent us from doing lots of things 
we would like to do and is often born out of shyness. But 
then most people are afraid of making a fool of them-
selves. I am not someone who finds public speaking easy 
and yet I have done it for most of my working life first as 
a lecturer and then as a priest and the thing that has 
helped me most is the knowledge that I am not doing it 
for me. As a lecturer you do it for the students and as a 
priest for God and his people, as did the prophet Isaiah. 
Once you are able to accept this you cannot be embar-
rassed or put to shame. 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those who lack confidence in themselves 

 For all who councel others 

 For the encouragement of others 

Quote:- 

“Anyone who isn't embarrassed of who they were last year 
probably isn't learning enough.” 
― Alain de Botton 
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Wednesday  18/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 51:1-8 
 

Reflection: 
 
V6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

    and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

    the earth will wear out like a garment, 

    and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

but my salvation will be for ever, 

    and my deliverance will never be ended.  
 

If you are able to go out into the countryside on a clear 

starlit night and look up to the heavens the sight that 

meets your eyes is truly amazing. The sheer number of 

stars that become visible once we move away from the 

light pollution of our towns and cities is awesome. The 

light that keeps a myriad of stars hidden from our view is 

a metaphore for the ’lights’ of this world that keep the 

true Glory of God hidden from our eyes.  

Prayer topics:- 

 For those blinded by the ‘lights’ of this world 

 That we might see the glory of God 

 For those whose sight is physically impared 

Quote 

“We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; 

the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the 

light.”  -Plato 

― Plato  
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Thursday 19/12/19 
 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 51:9-16 
 

Reflection:  
 
 V12 I, I am he who comforts you; 

    why then are you afraid of a mere mortal who must die, 

    a human being who fades like grass?  
 

There is much talk nowadays of people being willing to leave 

their comfort zone, but what does that mean exactly? Well the 

word comfort is described in the dictionary as “a state of physi-

cal ease and freedom from pain or constraint”. So there we 

have it, anything that takes us out of that state of being takes 

us out of our comfort zone. To willingly step away from our 

sense of comfort however means that regardless of how appre-

hensive we may feel  about doing something we willingly go 

ahead and do it. This may mean of course that we have to step 

out of our comfort zone to bring comfort to others. When used 

in this sense the word comfort is described as “the easing or 

alleviation of a person’s feelings of grief or distress.”  Isn’t it 

wonderful that God is there to comfort us? 

Prayer topics:- 

 That we may be comforted 

 That we will be able to bring comfort to others 

 For  all those who feel comfortless 

Quote 

O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled 

as to console,   Hymn Make me a channel of your peace. 
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Friday 20/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 51:17-end 
 

Reflection: 
 
V22 Thus says your Sovereign, the Lord, 

    your God who pleads the cause of his people: 

See, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; 

you shall drink no more 

    from the bowl of my wrath.  
 

To be on the receiving end of forgiveness is both wonder-
ful and embarrassing at the same time. Wonderful be-
cause it means that we can move forward and get on with 
our lives. Embarrassing because in accepting  forgiveness 
we are admitting that we have done something we need 
forgiveness for. For either of these reasons it isn’t always 
easy to accept forgiveness when it is offered. In the first 
instance we might have difficulty in accepting that we are 
worthy of forgiveness and in the second difficulty in       
accepting that we have done anything that needs forgiv-
ing. With God of course all these considerations are point-
less. We need forgiveness and we are forgiven! 

Prayer topics:- 

 That we may forgive as we have been forgiven 

 For those who are unable to forgive 

 For those who cannot accept forgiveness 

Quote 

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable be-
cause God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.” 
― C.S. Lewis  
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Saturday 21/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 52:1-12 
 
Reflection: 
 
V7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

    who announces salvation, 

    who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
 

One of the peculiar things about news is that how im-
portant it is viewed is often a matter of geography. For 
example someone falling off a ladder two or three doors 
away can often seem more important and get more dis-
cussion time in the local pub than the death of a couple of 
hundred men and women in Syria.  Another deciding fac-
tor is whether or not you are directly affected by it. Take 
the man falling off the ladder, if he was your window 
cleaner and the accident meant that he wouldn’t be able 
to clean your windows the news of the accident would 
take on an added importance, wouldn’t it? The Good News 
that the prophet was speaking about would start local but 
would soon prove to be the most important news the 
whole world would ever hear. 

Prayer topics:- 

 For those who report the news 

 For radio and TV news programmes 

 For those who find themselves making the news 

Quote                                                                                                              
“News is something somebody doesn't want printed; all 
else is advertising.” Randolph Hearst 
― William Randolph Hearst 

“News is something somebody doesn't want printed; all else is advertising.” 
― William Randolph Hearst 
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Sunday 22/12/19 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:6 
 

Reflection: 
 
V53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

    crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

    and by his bruises we are healed.  
 
 
Have you ever been punished for something you didn’t 
do? If you have I am sure you felt, as I did on the occa-
sions when it has happened to me, a strong sense of in-
justice. It doesn’t seem to matter that we may have got 
away with a whole load of things we might have been 
punished for, most of which we can’t remember, it is the 
unjust punishment that sticks in our minds.When we look 
at others in a similar situation however there is a tenden-
cy to think they have got what they deserve but not so 
when it happens to us. Not so either when we look at the 
crucifixion of our Lord who suffered torture, humiliation 
and death that we might be healed and forgiven. 
 
Prayer topics:- 
 
 For those imprisoned for their faith 
 For those who bravely accept punishment for others 
 For the victims of injustice everywhere 
 
Quote 
 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
― Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Monday 23/12/1 
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 52:7-12 
 

Reflection: 
 
V12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors.  
 

Interceding on behalf of those who may have treated us 

unjustly or unkindly is not something that comes naturally 

to most people. For Christians however this is something 

we are called to do following the example of our Father in 

heaven who despite humankinds many attempts to thwart 

his intensions for us still sent his son to be our Saviour 

and intercede on our behalf. Even as Jesus was being cru-

cified he prayed “Father forgive them for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 

Prayer topics:— 

 For those who find it hard to forgive 

 For those who have difficulty praying 

 That we may forgive as we have been forgiven. 

Quote 

“The amount of time you spend interceding for others is a 

testimony to the love you have for them.”                                              
― Bobby Gene Redding  
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Tuesday  24/12/19  
 

Suggested Bible Reading: Isaiah 54 
 

Reflection: 
 
V13  All your children shall be taught by the Lord, 

    and great shall be the prosperity of your children.  
 

 
You often hear people say Christmas is for the children, 

and so it is but that doesn’t mean it’s not for adults too. 

Children who grow up learning the true significance of the  

events that took place just over 2000 years ago grow into 

adults who recognise that the true value of the festive 

season is not to be found in the parties, Christmas din-

ners, and presents, important though these things are, 

but the opportunity it affords us to tell others about the 

Bethlehem baby who was none other than the Saviour of 

the world. That is where our prosperity truly lies. 

Prayer topics:- 

 That people will learn the true significance of                          

Christmas 

 That there will be peace this Christmas 

 For those who find that Christmas is a sad time. 

Quote                                                                                                      

“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and 

love of kindred, and we are better throughout the year for 

having, in spirit, become a child again at Christmastime.” 
― Laura Ingalls Wilder  
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Prayers for use during Advent 

An Advent Prayer to Prepare My Heart for Christ’s Coming 

Father, just as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus, 

help me to clear the path in my heart, too. Show me the distractions 

in my life that block me from all-out worship of You this Advent. Lord, 

I await Your coming! As I celebrate the first Advent––the first coming

––I look toward the day where I will see You face to face. I imagine 

what it will be like. Give me a heart, Lord, that looks for Your coming 

on a daily basis. Help me to live my life where I'm constantly seeking 

Your presence. My offering to You today is my righteous life for I 

know I am only clean because of Jesus. Show me today how I need to 

be refined, purified, forgiven. Give me the strength to ask for for-

giveness and to then change my ways. 

~Sarah Martin, from “The Awe & Wonder of Advent: Day 18” 

 

A Prayer for those who are Busy During Advent 

Father, I want this holiday season to be filled with light instead of 

darkness. Please help me discard my emotional masks and be real 

before You as well as my family and friends. Father, help me make 

this holiday season an offering of praise to You. In Jesus' Name, 

Amen. 

~Mary Southerland, from “Turning Christmas Chaos into Christmas 

Joy”  

A One-Word Advent Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
This is my one word prayer: PEACE. 
I can’t see ahead. I don’t know what to do. 
Here are all my fears and my questions… [share yours] 
I want to experience your perfect peace. 
Let it be with me. Just as you say. 
 

http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/sarah-martin/advent-2013-awe-and-wonder-day-18.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/girlfriends/turning-christmas-chaos-into-christmas-joy-girlfriends-in-god-december-16-2015.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/girlfriends/turning-christmas-chaos-into-christmas-joy-girlfriends-in-god-december-16-2015.html
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Hold me, God, so I can hear you whisper to me, "You don't have to 

know the way. I do." 

In Jesus' name, Amen 

~ Bonnie Gray, from “Praying for Perfect Peace When We Can't See 

How” 

 

An Advent Prayer for Peace 

Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many 

of us are struggling with the heaviness of life—burdens that steal the 

joy right out of our stockings. Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suf-

fer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!” We need your peace, 

Jesus. We confess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a 

different kind: wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror 

will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? Is the message still true? 

In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news 

again. This Advent, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed 

Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, 

our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. We not only need Your peace 

and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory 

for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the 

broken hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year. Your 

name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,” “The 

Everlasting Father,” and “The Prince of Peace.” We know that peace 

on earth can only come when hearts find peace with You. You are still 

our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the man-

ger. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You 

as Lord—this Christmas and always. 

~Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan's “A Prayer for Peace & Joy at 

Christmas                                                          Parish Pump 

 

Wishing you Peace this Advent 
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